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<The Order of the Terms.> 
Aries Leo Sagittarius 

by day: sun-3,, Jupiter-5, Venus-5, moon-4, Saturn-4, Mercury-4, Mars-5.  Total 30 
by night: Jupiter-5, sun-3, moon-4, Venus-5, Mercury-4, Saturn-4, Mars-5. Total 30. 

 
Taurus Virgo  /145K/ Capricorn 

by day: Venus moon Saturn Mercury Mars sun Jupiter 
by night: moon Venus Mercury Saturn Mars Jupiter sun 

 
Gemini Libra Aquarius 

by day: Saturn Mercury Mars sun Jupiter Venus moon 
by night: Mercury Saturn Mars Jupiter sun moon Venus 

 
Cancer Scorpio Pisces 

by day: Mars sun Jupiter Venus moon Saturn Mercury 
by night: Mars Jupiter sun moon Venus Mercury Saturn 

 
So that you will see the accuracy of this arrangement of terms—you can also recognize it in the nature 

of the winds.  If the sun is transiting its own terms, with the moon or the ruler of the moon’s terms in 
aspect, the physical nature of the star will manifest itself in the wind.  For instance: if the sun traverses its 
own terms with the moon in aspect, it will blow westerly.  If Venus traverses its own terms, it will blow 
southerly and dry.  If Saturn, it will blow westerly and bring moisture.  If Jupiter, it will be northerly and 
wet.  If the moon, it will be northeasterly.  If Venus, southeasterly and there will be shifting winds and 
storm clouds.  If Mercury, there will be westerly and northerly winds, shifting and bringing heavy rains, 
thunder, and lightning.  If any of the stars are in aspect with the sun and the moon, it is necessary to watch 
closely—in addition to the nature of each luminary—which phase the moon is passing through, i.e. full or 
new, and in whose terms the phase is located.  Then make your forecast with reference to the ruler of the 
terms and of the stars in those terms or in aspect. 
… 

 
/138P/ 10K;7P. From the Books of Valens Concerning the Numerical Lot and the Length of Life. 
The Same Author on the Topic of Propitious Times, with Examples. 

There is another numerical method, which King Petosiris has mystically explained, suitable for 
determining the length of life and the propitious and impropitious times.  As a result, whenever we find the 
controller or the houseruler <configured> appropriately, we will use the method described above for the 
allotment.  If we do not find them to be such, we will use the following method. 

It will be necessary to determine if the nativity happened at new or full moon.  If it happened at new 
moon, determine the number of degrees from /146K/ the new moon to the position of the moon at the 
delivery itself, then count this distance from the Ascendant in the order of the signs.  The ruler of the term 
where the count stops will be the houseruler of Life and of the vital sector.  If the nativity is at full moon, it 
will be necessary to determine the degrees from the moon’s position at the delivery to its position at the 
next new moon.  Then count this distance from the Ascendant, not in the order of the signs, but in the 
direction of diurnal motion (towards MC).  The ruler of the term where the count stops will be considered 
the houseruler.  It will be necessary to examine it and the sign where the count stopped to see which 
<luminary> is more closely related to it, the sun for masculine <signs>,or the moon for feminine <signs>.  
If the sign where the count stopped happens to be related to the sun when the sun has control, and if the 
ruler of the term is also in harmony with the sun and happens to be favorably configured with the sun, then 
it will allot the maximum number of years.  If this sign is found to be related (i.e. male, as would be 
appropriate for the sun), and if the ruler of the term is opposite the sun, precedes the Ascendant, or is in 
ecliptic places, then it will become the anaereta of the chronocratorship, or it will allot the minimum 
number of years.  (The masculine signs belong to the sun; the feminine to the moon.) 

Consequently it will be necessary to examine how the ruler of the term is configured with respect to 
the controller and with respect to the ruler of the sign.  If it is found to be in its own sign or in operative 
signs, the length of life will reach its maximum.  If it is found to be favorably configured with respect to 
one, but unsuitably configured with respect to the other, it will allot the mean number of years.  If the 
houseruler of the sign where the count stopped is unsuitably configured with respect to the controller and 
the /139P/ operative sign, being either turned away or in <the XII Place of the> Bad Daimon, then the 
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nativity will lack a houseruler.  In such a case it will again be necessary to examine the control of the sun 
and moon.  If the rulers of the term and of the sign are configured well and harmoniously with the sun and 
moon, then the vital sector will be considered as starting at the degree of the term. 

Generally speaking, in this method it will be necessary to examine the houseruler with reference to the 
influences of the angles, as was demonstrated for the horimaea: it may be rising, setting, at an angle, not at 
an angle; it may switch positions with the ruler of its sign or be inharmonious with it.  Use these facts to 
make your judgement.  Likewise <it will be necessary to> look at the rays of the anaeretic stars and to 
check if the vital sector starts at the beginning of the terms or at the end.  It is necessary to consider all of 
this /147K/ in order to calculate short- or long-lived nativities—or even the nativities of twins, because 
often if a malefic term rules the vital sector or if the houseruler is unfavorably situated, the first-born 
becomes short-lived, but the next-born, if the term or the houseruler changes, becomes long-lived and a 
foundation for his existence arises.  Consequently, a change of one or two degrees often has a very great 
effect. 

An example: Sun in Taurus 25° 18', moon in Aquarius 7° 10', Saturn in Aries 24°, Jupiter in Taurus 
4° 25', Mars in Cancer 22° 53', Venus in Gemini 28° 16', Mercury in Gemini 6°, Ascendant in Capricorn 
27°.  Since this was a full-moon nativity, I took the distance from the moon’s position <at birth> to the 
next new moon, which was at Gemini 2° 25'.  The distance is 115°.  I subtract this from the Ascendant 
and stop at Libra 2°.  The vital sector stretches from this point to the radiation of the malefics.  Saturn 
casts its rays from a point in opposition and Mars from a point square with the same degrees <in Libra> 
and cause death.  Jupiter was turned away; Venus was unfavorably situated and unable to help.  The native 
lived 28 years 9 months. 

/140P/ Another example: sun in Sagittarius 12° 16', moon in Sagittarius 17° 24', Saturn in Libra 11° 
33', Jupiter in Gemini 19° 11;, Mars in Scorpio 4° 20', Venus in Libra 26°, Mercury in Scorpio 27°, 
Ascendant in Libra 20°.  I take the distance from the degree of the new moon to the moon’s position <at 
birth>; this is 5°.  I count this from the Ascendant and stop at Libra 25°.  The vital sector stretched from 
there to the position of Mars, Scorpio 5°.  The native died in his twelfth year.  If this encounter <with 
Mars> had not happened, he would have lived the years of Venus, 84. 

 
11K;8P. The 7-Day and the 9-Day Methods for the Critical Period. 

We will now report what the King has revealed about the critical point: take the number of days from 
the rising of Seth14  to the date of birth. /148K/ Divide the total number of days by 52 1/7.  Now multiply 
the <integer> answer of this division by the remainder, and examine the result of this multiplication to see 
if it is less than the particular number of the critical point.  As a sample, let the number of days be 220.  I 
divide 52 1/7 four times <into 220> for a result of 208 4/7 days, with a remainder of 11 3/7…<I multiply 
11 3/7 times 4, and the result is 45 5/7.>… We call this the critical 7-day number. 

<The King> tells us to examine this number to see if the number of the critical point is less than the 
number of years.  Take the example just cited: if the basis of the nativity’s length of life is 47, but the 
critical point falls in year 45, the native will be destroyed then, since the value of the critical point was less 
than the years of the basis.  <The King> has said that if the 7-day number is a factor of 9, the situation will 
be inharmonious.  For example: this 7-day number <45> contains the factor 5, the result of a division by 
9.  When this is multiplied by 9, it yields 45.  Therefore the 7-day number is a factor of 9.  But if the 
value of the critical point is <not> less than the number of years <of the basis>, and if the previously-
mentioned considerations are true, it will not be able to reduce the allotted time.  Instead the native will 
live the assigned period.  If the situation is harmonious, the critical point will take precedence over <the 
number found by> the preceding method. 

We claim that the method of multiplying by 5 1/4 and then proceeding using this factor in the same 
way is more economical than multiplying by 52.  Having found the number, one should investigate the 9-
day number, to be sure that the 7-day number is not a factor of it. 

/141P/ (Some astrologers do not like to start the year with the rising of Sirius.  It is possible to use 
any given starting point in citing an example, since we see that men begin the year differently in the 
different latitudes.  Still, let us assume that the system in which the calculation starts with the rising of 
Sirius and proceeds to the birth date is more scientific.  Most use this as the beginning of the year.  Let 
this method of determining the 7-day week be the most efficient.) 

Some think it proper to investigate the 7-day and the 9-day week for night births, the 9-day week for 
day births.  The results are similar for both methods since the 7-day weeks will be with reference to Mars, 
                                                             
14  The Dog Star <Sirius> in Egyptian - marginal note. 
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the 9-day weeks with reference to Saturn.  In either method, /149K/ they will have an exchange of critical 
points.  Saturn will be the beginning of the 7-day week because of the sun and moon.  Mars will be the 
beginning of the 9-day week.  This is because Capricorn and Aquarius (Saturn’s houses) are opposite, in 
the seventh place, to Cancer and Leo <houses of the sun and moon>, and Aries <Mars’ house> is the ninth 
sign from Leo, and Cancer is the ninth sign from Scorpio <Mars’ house>.  But it would be more scientific 
to derive these from the exaltation of the moon in Taurus: the beginning of the 7-day week would be Mars, 
because of Scorpio; the beginning of the 9-day week would be Saturn, because of Capricorn. 

An example: the nativity was in Hadrian year 3, Athyr 27 in the Alexandrian calendar.15   Investigate 
the subsequent date Antoninus year 17, Phamenoth 11.  I take the full years, 35, plus the 3 remaining days 
in the birth month <Athyr 27 to 30>, plus 2 days for each month from Choiak to Mechir <3 months>. 
<The total is 44.>  With the whole weeks <4 weeks=35 days> subtracted, the remainder is 9.  Now add 
the 11 days of Phamenoth (total 20), plus the 8 intercalary days.  The grand total is 28.  Let Phamenoth 11 
be a critical day in the 7-day week system.  According to the sequence of days, Phamenoth falls in Scorpio.  
Examine which stars are in aspect with this signs and with the moon. 

The 9-day week is found as follows: I multiply the full years by 5 1/4, since each year contains forty 9-
day weeks with 5 1/4 days left over.  For each month I add 3, since each month has three 9-day weeks with 
3 days left over.  I total the remaining days until the day in question and I divide by 9 (making sure that 
the remainder is less than 9.)  Now the result will be the number of the critical day, just as in the 7-day 
week system.  It will be necessary to calculate the month and year in the same way.   

/142P/ In the 7-day week system, the critical signs are Aries, Libra, Cancer, Capricorn;  in the 9-day 
week system Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius.  Common to both systems are Gemini, Sagittarius, Virgo, 
and Pisces. 

 
/150/ 12K;9P. The Method of New and Full Moons. Conception with Reference to the Ascending 
Node. Length of Life, with Examples. 

I am reminding you of my generosity in supplying proofs for every chapter so that I do not seem to be 
writing this in order to obfuscate.  Now if you rush to the books of the older compilers, be aware that their 
texts have been adorned with an affected style which can bewilder the minds of their readers and of the 
ignorant, although their texts have not attained the truth and are enemies of the wise.  Wasting the time of 
many men and leading them astray, these texts have defrauded some of life and have terminally afflicted 
others. 

Let anyone read the so-called Vision of Critodemus: how its beginning is so fantastical and how the 
rest is so marvellous to the unlearned.  “Coursing the deep,” he says, “and traversing vast wilds, I was 
deemed worthy by the gods of attaining a safe harbor and a secure anchorage.”  Then with frightful oaths he 
expounds his methods and his transmissions.  He sanctifies his readers in other ways and displays much 
bombast throughout the book, such as it is.  He indicates that its powers control everything <with its 
prodigious learning>, but he locks up in infinite verbiage the truth of his teaching.  This man should be 
praised and admired, since he has gone through so much labor and has become a guide for seekers.  Indeed, 
by arranging his material mystically and complexly in tabular form and in connected prose, he has attracted 
many enthusiasts, some of whom have ignored his useless bombast, have tracked down the relevant 
chapters with great toil, and have brought praise and credit to the man.  Others with a less tenacious spirit, 
have brought criticism to this art. 

My exposition will (as I think) be persuasive and educational for my readers, and they will not regret 
their work.  /143P/ Through the influence of what has been and will be said, I hope to bring back into the 
fold those who have come to hate their role <as student>. 

Since the casting of rays—either houseruling or destructive—has now been set out as previously 
outlined, /151K/  I want to share, not to hide, the method for the Numerical Lot and the anaeretic, powerful 
places, now that I have tested them.  First of all, it will be necessary to determine for every nativity 
                                                             
15  Athyr 27, Phamenoth 11 in the Alexandrian calendar; November 22, March 27 in the Greek calendar; 
Tybi 1, Pharmouthi 11 in the Egyptian calendar. 
I think this is a recasting of a natal horoscope of Athyr 27, Alexandrian years. 
An Alexandrian month has 30 days.  If you subtract 28 days (i.e. 4 weeks) from each month, there are 2 
days left.  So, there are 3 days left of Athyr, 2 days each for Choiak, Tybi, and Mechir (viz. 6 left after 
subtracting 12 weeks).  The total so far is 9 plus 11 days of Phamenoth, for a total of 20.  The intervening 
35 years make 8 quadrennia, which he calls “intercalary.”  Total 28.  This topic is most clearly presented 
in Dorotheus’ Epic, Book V, Chapter 138. - marginal notes. 



Vettius Valens, Anthologies, Book III 

 67 

whether it has a controller or a houseruler.  If it is found to have one, it is necessary to use the previously 
mentioned terms. If however the nativity is found to be lacking a houseruler or a controller, and is 
destroyed by no afflicting ray, then it will be necessary to determine the degree of the previous new or full 
moon (for night and day births) and to count from the new or full moon “upward” (=in the direction of 
diurnal motion) to the Ascendant or to another angle, or (which is more powerful) to the ascending or 
descending node.  Then having noted the number of degrees, count this amount from the Ascendant in the 
direction of diurnal motion (=toward MC).  Where the count stops, calculate the total number of years from 
the apheta (using the rising times of the native’s klima), then make your forecast. 

If, for a day birth, the number is excessive, subtract the distance between the new or full moon and the 
ascending or descending node from the distance between the angles, i.e. between the Ascendant and MC, 
then do your operations in the same manner, counting the remaining degrees from the Ascendant to MC in 
the direction of diurnal motion.  For night births, take the distance from the new or full moon to the 
ascending or descending nodes or a center (in the direction of diurnal motion), then count that distance from 
the Ascendant in the order of the signs.  Calculate the years where the count stops, using the rising times, 
and make the forecast.  If the number is excessive, subtract the distance from the Ascendant to IC, then 
count the remainder from the Descendant in the order of the signs (i.e. toward MC).  The total, calculated 
from the rising times, will be the length of life. 

In most cases, it is necessary to place the vital sector starting with the Ascendant or with the 
Descendant at the point to which the ascending or descending node inclines, or to which the new or full 
moon inclines, (i.e. whether in the hemisphere above the earth or towards the one below): if the nativity is 
at the new moon, start with the Ascendant; if full moon, with the Descendant. 

If the Ascendant, the ascending node, or the descending node is found in the sign of the new or full 
moon, or in the signs in opposition or square with them, /144P/ then for day births count the total distance 
from the Ascendant, for night births from the Descendant in the order of the signs. /152K/ The point square 
with the ascending node has an anaeretic force—of course, the exact-to-the-degree vital sector which starts at 
the sun and moon and runs to the ascending node and to the points in opposition or square with the node 
<?>. 

Occasionally, when there is a controller or a houseruler, the anaereta coincides with the apheta or the 
houseruler and strengthens the destructive force.  If in such a case the controller is suitably situated, and the 
apparent houseruler is distributing the chronocratorship, then the vital sector of this horoscope (whether 
counted in the direction of diurnal motion or in the order of the signs using the total of the rising times) 
will be considered as characteristic of one who dies at birth or in the womb.  The same considerations 
should be applied when forecasting conception, but the Ascendant at the time of delivery must be observed.  
The conception itself will be in vain if someone observes the new or full moon extending to the ascending 
or descending nodes or to the angles.  If the same number of years are found to be granted when you 
calculate from the delivery and from the conception, then death will indisputably occur. 

 
13K;10P. How the Position of the Sun, the Moon, and the Ascendant at the Conception Can Be 
Accurately Found. 

We will explain an economical method for finding the latitude.  For every nativity, the sign square 
with the sun is the sign of the conception.  (Occasionally the sign of conception will be trine when the sun 
happens to be at the end of its sign, especially in a sign of short rising time; the sign of conception may be 
sextile for signs of long rising time.)   Assume the position of the moon at the conception to be the same 
as the position of the Ascendant at the time of the delivery, and from this you can know whether the 
conception was at new or full moon. 

An example: sun in Aquarius, moon in Scorpio, Ascendant in Virgo.  At the conception the sun was 
in Taurus, the moon in Virgo.  It is clear that the conception was at new moon, for the moon (i.e. the 
Ascendant) had not yet come into opposition to the position of the sun at the conception.  If the Ascendant 
at the delivery is found to be past its opposition to the sun at conception, the conception will be at full 
moon. 

It is necessary to establish the vital sectors for the conception in the same way as was explained for the 
delivery.   In most cases a native whose conception was at new moon /145P/ will die at full moon; one 
whose conception was at full moon will die at new moon. 

/153K/ Another <topic>: having determined in which sign the <preceding> new or full moon 
occurred, count the degrees from that point in the order of the signs to the ascending node.  Then count the 
total distance from the Ascendant “downwards” (=in the order of signs) for day births, in the direction of 
diurnal motion (=towards MC) for night births.  If, however, the ascending node is at MC, it is necessary 
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to count the distance in degrees from MC, in the order of the signs towards the Ascendant for day births, in 
the direction of diurnal motion towards the Descendant for night births.  If the ascending node is at the 
Descendant, count the distance from the Descendant to MC for day births, to IC for night births.  If the 
ascending node happens to be at IC, then count the distance in degrees in the direction of diurnal motion 
from IC towards the Ascendant, if the birth is found to be during the day; for night births count toward the 
Descendant from IC.  For example: the ascending node at Gemini 23°, the <preceding> new moon at 
Pisces 8°, the Ascendant at Pisces 4°, MC at Sagittarius 13°.  I take the distance from the new moon to the 
ascending node; this is 105°.  I count this from the Ascendant (since it was a day birth) and stop at Gemini 
19°.  For the second klima the total is approximately 79 years, <4> months.  The native lived that long.  

I have explained the systems which I myself have used.  I have investigated nativities, observing if 
two, three, or more of the previously mentioned factors coincide, yielding the same result, and through this 
investigation I have made infallible forecasts of deaths.  As a result it is not without plan, not at random, 
that I have explained that each method is quite practicable both by itself and when combined with another.  
If anyone sticks to these methods, he will find a true forecast of the subjects in question to be within his 
grasp.  Now we have written some parts of our work mystically, leaving something to the discrimination 
and the judgement of our readers.  In doing so we have not been led by malice or stupidity, but by our 
wish to supply the student with point of interest and opportunities for long discussion.  For <we know> 
that if anyone attains his longed-for goals without being challenged, he considers it a trivial gift, but one 
who attains them after a toilsome search engages in his activity not only with pleasure but with success. 

/154K;146P/ An example: sun in Taurus 1°, moon in Gemini 16°, Ascendant in Taurus 14°, the 
<previous> new moon in Aries 27°, the ascending node in Capricorn 25°. I counted in the direction of 
diurnal motion from the position of the new moon to the ascending node; the distance is 92°.  I counted 
this distance in the direction of diurnal motion from the degree-position of the Ascendant and came to 
Aquarius 12°.  The 92° total for the klima of Alexandria equals 70 years.  The native died in the first 
month of his seventieth year.  The method according to the conception is as follows: since the full moon 
<preceding> the conception was at Capricorn 21° …which is close to the year we found previously. 

Another example: sun in Aquarius 29°, moon in the beginning of Aries, Ascendant in Capricorn 18°, 
the <preceding> now moon in Aquarius 26°, the ascending node in Scorpio 16°.  I counted the distance 
from the new moon in the direction of diurnal motion to the degree-position of the Ascendant; the distance 
is 38°.  I counted this in the order of the signs from the degree-position of the Ascendant.  The years total 
very nearly 33 in the first klima.  He lived 32 years 5 months.  The place of the conception did not contain 
the apheta because the full moon of the conception and the ascending node happened to be at the same 
degree-position.  Therefore he had a dangerous birth and a violent end. 

 
14K;11P. The Lot of Fortune and its Relationship to the Topic “Length of Life,” with Examples.  
Included are the Minimum Periods of the Stars. 

I have found this system for <finding> the length of life to have been elaborated in a very complicated 
manner by the ancients.  After investigation, I have modified their doctrines in view of my experience, and I 
think <my explanations> will please most <of my readers>.  In his thirteenth book, after his preface and 
his descriptions of the signs, the King introduces the Lot of Fortune <and its derivation> from the sun, the 
moon, and the Ascendant.  He considers it the be the greatest, and he mentions it throughout his work, 
calling it the “Ruling Place.”  He makes a great mystery of its “forward and reverse”: “The sun, starting in 
the dawn and declining to his western arc, opens <to us> the vault of the cosmos, as can be seen.  When 
night arrives, the moon will not always become the Lightbringer, but sometimes /155K/ it appears in the 
West, setting, sometimes it stays in the heavens for quite a while, at other times it travels the entire night.  
As a result, the whole circle <of the zodiac> has rightly /147P/ been entrusted to the sun’s care.” 

There are a variety of opinions about this notion.  To me it seems best to locate the Lot by 
determining the distance from the sun to the moon, then counting that distance from the Ascendant—for 
day births.  For night births <1> if the moon is above the earth, i.e. until the time it sets, determine the 
distance from it to the sun, then count that distance from the Ascendant. <2> After the moon has set, 
determine the distance from the sun to it.  As for the king’s final statement: “The whole circle <of the 
zodiac> has been entrusted to the sun’s care,” this seems correct.  It will be necessary to examine the place 
where the Lot is located, and to consider that place to be the ruler.  Then determine in which sign the ruler 
of the sign <of the Lot> happens to be located.  Third, determine that sign’s houseruler.  From these three 
places and from their houserulers the native’s length of life will be found by using the three factors. 
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Each star controls its own period: 
Saturn................................. 30 years; 
Jupiter................................. 12 
Mars ................................... 15 
Sun ..................................... 19 
Venus .................................  8 
Mercury .............................. 20 
Moon.................................. 25 
 

Each <sign> also controls its own rising times according to the <nativity’s> klima.  Accordingly it 
will be necessary to determine for the <correct> klima whether the Lot is at an angle and operative, or 
whether it just precedes or follows an angle.  Also determine the houserulers of the signs.  The Old 
Astrologer reminds us of this when he says: “Each star, when at an angle, allows the full amount of its 
times.  When not at an angle, it grants its allotment after some deduction from its own numbers.”  These 
stars allot the full term of their periods and their rising times when they are favorably situated.  The fellow-
members of their sects, when in conjunction, in aspect, or in their own signs, add to the allotment, unless 
both sects in fact join in the allotment.  Thus the <Old Astrologer>. 

First it is necessary to calculate the numbers: hours, days, months, then years.  Then use the three 
factors, minimum, mean, maximum, adding the first to the second, or the second to the third.  It often 
happens that one place allots the days, another the months, another the years, all according to the 
differences among the operative signs and the houserulers, or of the baneful influences and setbacks.  After 
allotting the years, they also allot /156K/ the same number of months to their chronocratorships. 

In the distribution <of years> Daimon and the Ascending Place will have the same effects as the Lots 
whenever the places of the Lots or their rulers are unfavorably situated, particularly when the Lot of Fortune 
cedes the distribution to Daimon.  (Stars can indeed yield to each other; we will show how in a future 
chapter on the allotment procedure.) 

/148P/ Examples: sun, Venus in Cancer, moon, Ascendant in Pisces, Saturn in Sagittarius, Jupiter in 
Capricorn, Mars in Scorpio, Mercury in Leo, the Lot of Fortune in Cancer which is in Good Daimon 
<=the V Place of Good Fortune>.  The ruler of the Lot <moon> was found at an angle.  I set down the 
minimum period for the moon, 25 years, plus the rising time of Cancer in the second klima, 32 years, plus 
the period of the houseruler of the moon, Jupiter, 12 years.  The total is the same <as in Book III.6K>, 69 
years.  The native died at that age. 

Another example: sun in Aquarius, moon, Ascendant in Virgo, also Mars, Saturn, Jupiter, Mercury in 
Capricorn, Venus in Pisces, the Lot of Fortune in Aquarius just preceding an angle <Descendant>.  Its 
ruler <Saturn> in <the V Place of> Good Fortune, not in its own sect <diurnal; the nativity is nocturnal> 
allots its own 30 year period plus the same number of months, since it is in its own sign.  Jupiter, also in 
this sign,allotted one year <12 months>.  The native died in his 34th year. 

For every nativity the rules of procedure laid down previously, the phases, and the degrees, must be 
observed.  <I say this> so that we might not seem to be repeating the same reminders with each new topic.  
For this reason I consider it necessary to cite sample nativities. 

 
15K;12P. Critical Years. 
Following are the critical point with respect to the Lots, especially if malefics are in conjunction or in 
aspect with Fortune: 
<Position of Malefic........................................ The Critical Years> 
in opposition ...............................................................every 7 years 
trine on the right ......................................................... 9 
trine on the left ............................................................ 5 
square on the right.......................................................10 
square on the left ......................................................... 4 
sextile on the right ......................................................11 
sextile of the left .......................................................... 3 
in the sign preceding the Lot .....................................12 
in contact with the Lot ............................................... 2 
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Position of the Lot of Fortune    ...................  The Critical Years 
Aries .............................................................................every 9 years 
Taurus ..........................................................................22 
Gemini .........................................................................20 
Cancer...........................................................................25 
Leo................................................................................12 
Virgo ............................................................................ 8 
Libra.............................................................................30 
Scorpio.........................................................................15 
Sagittarius ....................................................................12 
Capricorn...................................................................... 8 
Aquarius.......................................................................30 
Pisces ...........................................................................15 
 
/157K/ 15K;13P. The Mean Years of the Stars. 

Following are the mean years of the stars: 
Saturn................................. 45 
Jupiter................................. 49 
Mars ................................... 42 
Venus ................................. 46 
Mercury .............................. 48 
Sun ..................................... 64 
Moon.................................. 67 
The stars allot /149P/ these years plus their periods or the rising times of their signs whenever they happen 
to be operative. 

Another system of mean years: you will find the mean years by adding the maximum and the 
minimum periods.  For example: the complete period of Saturn is 57 years and the minimum is 30, for a 
total of 87, half of which is 43 1/2.  The complete period of Jupiter is 79 and the minimum is 12, for a 
total of 91, half of which is 45 1/2.  And so on for the rest of the stars.  

Now the rising times of the signs in the Tables of Rising Times of Hypsicles are in error if the period 
<in question> amounts to one or two years…but the King has revealed the rising times only for the first 
klima. 

An example: sun, Venus, Mercury in Cancer, moon in Taurus, Saturn in Pisces, Jupiter, Mars in Leo, 
Ascendant in Virgo.  In the first klima the rising time of Virgo is 38 1/3.  Since Mercury,the ruler <of 
Virgo>, is in Cancer, in <the XI Place of the> Good Daimon, it contributed its rising time, 31 2/3.  The 
total is 70; the native lived that long. 

Another example: sun, Mercury in Taurus, moon in Pisces, Saturn in Scorpio, Jupiter, Mars, Venus 
in Aries, Ascendant in Gemini.  The rising time <of Gemini> in the second klima is 28.  Mercury in 
Taurus adds its rising time, 24, plus Mars and Venus in Aries, 15.  He died in his 67th year. 

Another example: the same configuration of stars <as in the preceding horoscope> for a different 
nativity, except that the Ascendant was in Capricorn, the Lot of Fortune in Pisces.  The rising time <of 
Pisces> in the second klima is 20, plus the period of Jupiter, 12.  Since Jupiter is in Aries, we add its 
rising time, 20, plus the period of Mars, 15.  The total is 67.  He lived that long. 

These chapters which I have composed may seem unprofessional because they have been addressed to a 
youthful audience, my students, in such a way that they might find my introduction to this art 
comprehensible.  In view of this fact, I had wished to revise them for greater accuracy, but I have not had 
the opportunity because my vision has been troubled and my intellectual capacity has been enfeebled by my 
deep sorrow for a precious student who has died.  May the reader pardon me. 

 
End of the Anthologies of Vettius Valens of Antioch, Book III. 
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/158K;150P/ The Anthologies of Vettius Valens of Antioch: Book IV 
 

1. The Distributions of Periods. 
We believe that we have set forth an appropriate, in fact, magisterial, explanation of the previous 

<theorems>.  We will now reveal a topic investigated by many and hidden from view, namely the 
distribution of propitious and impropitious times.  We must preface our discussion with the distributions 
which have been proven by our own experience.  The primary period is one-fourth of the minimum period, 
as follows: 
Star ..............................Period ......................... One-fourth Period ............................. Days/Year 
Saturn..........................30 ................................ 7 1/2 .................................................. <85 
Jupiter..........................12 ................................ 3> ......................................................  34 
Mars ............................15 ................................ 3 years 9 months ..............................  42 1/2 
Venus .......................... 8 ................................. 2.........................................................  22 2/3 
Mercury .......................20 ................................ 5.........................................................  56 2/3 
Sun ..............................19 ................................ 4 years 9 months ..............................  53 5/6 
Moon...........................25 ................................ 6 years 3 months ..............................  70 5/6 
Altogether, the “fourths” total 32 years 3 months. 

 
2. The Vital Sector. 

For new-moon nativities, the <star> located first after the new moon begins the vital sector, then the 
other stars as they come in the order of signs.  For full-moon nativities, the <star> following the full moon 
serves the the same capacity.  It is necessary to examine how the star is configured and which stars are in 
aspect. /159K/  Also determine if the other stars that receive <the chronocratorship> are at angles or precede 
angles, or are rising or setting.  Determine the sequence of their transits and their sympathies and 
antipathies.  After the 32 year 3 month period is completed, the second cycle is begun starting with the 
<next> aphetic star of the one-fourth period. 

 
/151P/ 3. The Distribution of Days. 

Make the distribution of days as follows: if Saturn is found to be the overall apheta, it assigns 7 1/2 
years.  Now since it is necessary for all the stars to take part in the distribution of this <7 1/2 year period>, 
we will do as follows: multiply the 85 days of Saturn by 7 1/2 to get a total of 637 1/2.  This is the 
amount Saturn will allot to itself from its 7 1/2 years.  Now let us find the amount for Jupiter: since it 
governs 34 days, multiply this 34 by 7 1/2 (since Saturn is the apheta), for a total of 255.  Jupiter will 
have this many days of Saturn’s chronocratorship.  Next in order Venus receives the chronocratorship: since 
it controls 22 2/3 days, we will multiply this amount by 7 1/2, and we will find the total 170.  Venus will 
control this many days of Saturn’s chronocratorship.  And so on with each star: if we multiply its days by 
7 1/2, we will find its allotment <in Saturn’s chronocratorship>.  If the moon, on the other hand, controls 
the vital sector, we multiply each star’s days by 6 1/4 <to find its distribution>.  Similarly for the rest. 

 
To Find the Days of Each Star. 

The days of each star are found in this way: double the star’s period, then take one-half, then one-third 
of the period.  After adding all these figures together, we will find the days.  The period of Saturn is 30 
days; I double this for a total of 60.  One-half of 30 is 15; I add this to 60 for a total of 75. One-third of 30 
is 10; I add this to the 75 for a grand total of 85.  Saturn will have this number of days.  Likewise for the 
rest of the stars. 

 
/160K/ 4. The Distribution of the Chronocratorships Starting with the Lot of Fortune and with 
Daimon. 

I will now append this truly powerful method: to begin the vital sector with the Lot of Fortune and 
with Daimon (which signify the moon and the sun).  Universally speaking, the moon is fortune, body, and 
spirit, and when it sends its emanations to us from its position near the earth, it causes appropriate effects, 
since it rules our bodily constitution.  The sun is the cosmic mind and divinity.  It arouses men’s souls to 
action through its own energy and love-inspiring nature, and it becomes the cause of employment and 
progress. 

So, if we are investigating the chronocratorships with respect to bodily existence, such as /152P/ 
critical points of illnesses, hemorrhages, falls, injuries, diseases, and whatever affects the body with respect 
to strength, enjoyment, pleasure, beauty, or love affairs, then we must begin the vital sector with the Lot of 
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Fortune.  Whenever the <first> chronocratorship ends, at that point we calculate the sign, the stars in 
conjunction or aspect, how the stars are configured with respect to the overall houseruling star of the vital 
sector’s chronocratorships, and whether the rulers of the Lots are at angles or not. 

If on the other hand we are investigating employment or rank, then we will begin the chronocratorships 
with Daimon as the apheta.  We will make our determination according to the benefics or malefics in 
conjunction or aspect with it. 

Note that if the Lot of Fortune or its ruler are badly situated, the Lot of Daimon will distribute both 
the bodily and the active qualities.  Likewise Fortune will make the distribution of both qualities if the Lot 
of Daimon or its ruler is unfavorably situated, and the same is true of the controls and the houserulerships. 

Whenever Daimon and Fortune are found in the same sign, we will derive forecasts of bodily 
constitution from that very sign, but the forecasts of activity from the sign immediately following.  In 
addition we can <use> the same apheta for new or full moon nativities, since at those times the Lot <of 
Fortune> and Daimon fall in the same sign, but when we investigate the chronocratorships in such 
nativities with respect to physical health, we will start the vital sector at that very sign, but the 
chronocratorship with respect to activity at the one immediately following the Lot. This is particularly true 
for night births or for those nativities which have the new moon at IC and as a result have the angles 
<Ascendant Descendant> square with the Lots.  The results of a new moon are better than those of a full 
moon because at a new moon the Lots are in the Ascendant, /161K/ at full moon they are in the 
Descendant.  It also happens that if the luminaries are square with each other, the Lots are in opposition to 
each other, and under this configuration some astrologers allot the chronocratorships for activities beginning 
with the signs immediately following <the Lots>.  This however does not seem right to me, because 
<usually> the Lot of Fortune is found at a different place from the Lot of Daimon, although they are at the 
same place for new and full moon nativities. 

In addition, for male nativities, the vital sector is usually found to begin at Daimon, since these 
nativities share in activities consisting of discourse, giving and receiving, and trusts. For female nativities 
it begins at the Lot of Fortune because of their bodily functions.  (But even men happen to accomplish 
things through bodily activities, i.e. handwork, athletics, and bodily motion, and women accomplish 
things through buying and selling.)  Similarly for infant /153P/ nativities it is necessary to begin the vital 
sector with the Lot of Fortune until <the time when> the nativity can show evidence for its full 
development or its occupation.  Bodily excellence accompanies these <infant> nativities at birth, i.e. 
beauty, loveliness, size, elegance, fine proportion, or—which is more usually the case—the opposite: 
injury, disease, rashes, eruptions, pustules, or congenital defects such as birthmarks and hernias.  The 
active and intellectual qualities come into play later. 

For example: assume that the Lot of Fortune or Daimon is located in Aries.  The overall houseruler 
<of Aries> is Mars.  Determine if Mars’ successors are or are not configured properly.  Mars itself allots 15 
years first, and from this period it assigns itself 15 months.  Next (because of Taurus) it assigns 8 months 
to Venus, next (because of Gemini) 20 months to Mercury, next (because of Cancer) 25 months to the 
moon, next (because of Leo) 19 months to the sun, next 20 months to Mercury, next 8 months to Venus, 
next (because of Scorpio) Mars assigns itself 15, next (because of Sagittarius) 12 to Jupiter, next (because of 
Capricorn) 2 years 3 months to Saturn.  Next it assigns to Aquarius the remaining 11 months to fill out 
the 15 years.  Now Venus receives from Mars the overall chronocratorship for 8 years and assigns years to 
each sign as described. /162K/  Because of Gemini, Mercury receives 20 years after Venus and assigns the 
years to each sign.  Next is the moon with its 25 years, then the sun with its 19.  It is necessary to assign 
the years in the order <of the stars> to whatever date the nativity extends <=lives>. 

Now since the circle of the 12 signs has comprised 17 years 7 months, we will allot the remaining 
time using the signs in opposition: since Gemini allots 20 years, if the vital sector begins there and if 17 
years 7 months have been assigned, the remaining 2 years 5 months are allotted beginning with 
Sagittarius, giving Sagittarius itself 1 year <=12 months>, the rest to Capricorn to complete the 20 years.  
In a similar manner, if we find the vital sector beginning with Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Capricorn, or Aquarius, 
after allotting the 17 years 7 months (not counting the intercalary days), we will allot the rest in order, 
beginning with the sign in opposition. 

Some astrologers allot the remaining chronocratorships beginning with the sign in trine, but this does 
not seem scientific to me.  Just as in the universe the four /154P/ elements are in sympathy with each 
other, and each becomes alive and grows when linked with another, so in the distribution <it is necessary 
to> make the transmission from sign to sign, according to the harmony among them.  For instance, since 
fire and air are upward-trending elements, they mingle with each other.  Fire, a dry element, is nourished 
by the mildness of the air, while on the other hand, fire does not allow the air to take on an icy or dark 
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nature, but renders it warm and mild.  In the same way it is logical that Leo, the fiery sign, transmits the 
period remaining from its chronocratorship to Aquarius, the airy sign, with which it is in sympathy, and in 
turn, Aquarius transmits its period to Leo. 

Another instance: earth, a dry element, is nourished by moisture and gives birth to everything, while 
water, distilled from the earth and thus born from it, maintains the sympathy <between the two>.  So it is 
logical that Cancer, a moist sign, and Capricorn, an earthy sign, mutually transmit to each other, as do 
Virgo, an earthy sign, and Pisces.  The rest of the signs show the same interchange with the sign in 
opposition.  And so the sequence of distributions is written in the order of zodiacal signs: Aries—fiery, 
Taurus—earthy, /163K/ Gemini—airy, Cancer—watery, and the signs trine with these are of the same 
nature.  Consequently if we make the connection within the triangles, we will find the nature of the 
transmitter and the receiver to be the same.  No blending will be found, and each element will be 
overpowered by itself.   

If we use the other method, we find that the sun begins its course at the equinoctial tropic in Aries and 
makes the days long for one hemicycle.  Then, making the connection in Libra, it begins to shorten the 
days.  <The sun> in Cancer stops the pattern of lengthening days, and when it is in Capricorn, it causes 
this to happen to the night, making its change in the sign in opposition.  Likewise the moon becomes 
new, waxes, then in its cycle makes the connection <=full moon> in the sign in opposition.  As a 
consequence I believe we should use the method described above for making connections. 

 
5. Making Connections. The Mutual Transmissions of the Stars. 

The connections made will have differing effects because of the nature of the stars: the sun and moon 
when transmitting to Saturn /155P/ are indicative of setbacks and anxieties, and they bring hostility from 
the great and threats due to old religious matters, losses, trials, confrontations, suspicions, dubious 
livelihoods and ranks, ruin, as well as bodily disorders and dangers, shipwrecks, sudden collapses, and 
very many crises—all this unless a benefic in conjunction or aspect weakens the onset of the crisis.  
Mercury when transmitting the chronocratorship to Jupiter from Virgo or Gemini brings changes in 
business and innovations in activities.  If the places or Mercury itself are afflicted at the nativity, and if the 
overall chronocratorship is contrary, the connection which is made will turn affairs to the better and will be 
indicative of employment.  On the other hand, if the places are protected by benefics and are bringing a 
good chronocratorship, after <one> cycle the connection which is made will be disturbing and harmful.  
Saturn making the connection from Capricorn and Aquarius to Leo and Cancer /164K/ indicates that the 
chronocratorship will be vigorous: it brings matters from darkness into the light, and since it is 
transmitting the distribution of the chronocrators to the ruling signs, it is most active—depending on the 
basis of the nativity.  It also supplies rank and profits in a way appropriate to the stars in conjunction with 
it… 

 
6. How Many Years Each Sign Allots. The Maximum Years of Each Star. 

Aquarius allots 30 years, Capricorn 27.  The reason: the sun rules a maximum period of 120 years, 
half of which is 60.  Half of this, 30, is assigned to Aquarius, the sign in opposition <to Leo, the sun’s 
sign>.  The moon rules a maximum period of 108 years, half of which is 54.  Half of this, 27, is assigned 
to Capricorn, the sign in opposition <to Cancer, the moon’s sign>.  The total for these two signs is 57, 
which is the maximum period of Saturn.   

The rest of the stars take their maximum assignment of years from the sun and the moon.  The sun 
assigns to Jupiter, which is a member of the same sect <diurnal> and which has sympathy with the sun, 
being a member of the same triangle <Leo Sagittarius Aries>, half of its 120 years plus the length of its 
minimum period, 19 years.  The total for Jupiter is 79 years.  The moon allots to Jupiter in the same way, 
because they are both benefics and both are in cosmic sympathy, Jupiter being in Pisces, in the same 
triangle <as Cancer, the moon’s sign>.  The moon allots half of its 108 years, 54, plus its minimum 
period, 25.  The total is also 79. 

/156P/ The moon allots to Mars, a member of the same sect <nocturnal> 54 years.  The sun, however, 
refuses to allot to Mars because of Mars’ fiery nature which imitates <the sun> and because of its malefic 
ways, and so the task of allotting passes to the next ruler in the triangle <Leo Sagittarius Aries>, Jupiter, 
and it allots its minimum period, 12 years.  The total is now 66 years. 

Likewise the moon allots to Venus, because of its nocturnal sect and because of the sympathy derived 
from being <exalted in Pisces> in the same triangle <Cancer Pisces Scorpio>, its 54 years, and Saturn 
allots 30 years, because its exaltation in Libra is opposite Venus’.  The total is 84 years. 

Mercury gets the maximum period, 57 years, from Saturn, because they are co-houserulers <in the 
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triangle Virgo Capricorn Taurus>, plus the minimum period of the sun, 19.  The total is 76. 
 

/165K/ 7. The Distribution of the Chronocratorships Using the Lot of Fortune and Daimon. The 
Transits of the Stars and Houserulers. The New and Full Moon, with Examples.  Mutual 
Transmission. 

This having been established, it will be necessary to examine the transmitter and the receiver of the 
distribution to see if they are at an angle or are preceding an angle, or if they are in harmony or are contrary.  
If the distribution, when calculated by sign, is from a place at an angle to another place at an angle, and if at 
the same time, the houserulers of these places are at angles, in the same sect, and have benefics in aspect, 
they bring a noble and distinguished chronocratorship.  If the places are at angles, but their rulers precede 
angles or have malefics in aspect, they indicate that the chronocratorship will be disturbed, subject to ups 
and downs.  If every relevant point is found to be preceding an angle, the chronocratorship will be terrible, 
bringing charges and penalties; the native will be involved in travels and changes in activities during these 
periods. 

If under these circumstances <the transmitter and the receiver> are benefic or have benefics in aspect, 
the native will gain profit and attain success in business abroad, but if they are malefic, he will be entangled 
in disturbances and penalties abroad or be betrayed by foreigners or slaves.  (Therefore we say that the 
points preceding the angles are indicative of foreigners.)  If <the transmitter and the receiver> are found at 
the angles and in their proper places they indicate delays in certain places <abroad> or residence there: 
Mercury and Venus cause residence abroad which is not long or extended, since these stars are never far 
from the sun.  Saturn, Mars, and the moon indicate that the native will live dangerously abroad on land 
and sea, wandering or living in alien climes.  The sun indicates /157P/ a glorious, honored, and amiable 
native.  Jupiter indicates that the native will live abroad comfortably and pleasantly with many friends. 

If a star which is controlling the chronocratorship relevant to health is passing through a sign which is 
not at an angle, or if its ruler is not at an angle and has malefics in aspect, the native will be sickly, subject 
to bleeding and dangers.  If a star which is controlling the chronocratorship <of the matters> governed by 
Daimon <=occupation> is not at an angle and has a malefic in conjunction or in aspect with the houseruler 
of its sign, the native will act ineffectively, will be unfortunate, and will be mentally unstable and ruined in 
his activities and enterprises.  If the star controlling such a chronocratorship is found in a fiery sign /166K/ 
with malefics in conjunction or in aspect, he will suffer a great nervous breakdown, and will act against his 
own will, being mentally unstable.  If the star is in an airy sign or if the sign or its ruler are afflicted, the 
native will be distracted and troubled, and will suppose that he is accomplishing something other than 
what he really is.  If the star is in an earthy sign, he will bear the blows of fortune nobly, and will survive 
most things philosophically because of his endurance.  If the star is in a watery sign, the native will have a 
mind which can be easily reassured, will come into vicissitudes in many affairs, but will manage to succeed 
and be successful in his dealings. 

In many cases predictions about specific activities are to be derived from Daimon and its houseruler.  
Some men are involved in bodily activities (e.g. handicrafts) or in physical toil (e.g. as porters or in 
training).  Others have activities involving speech, knowledge, or mental effort.  To whichever place, 
Fortune or Daimon, the majority of stars incline, in that place the type of activity will be revealed.  It is 
necessary to take into consideration the activities and the basic character of the nativity (noble, average, 
fortunate, poverty-stricken, disputed, subject to ups and downs) so that the results of the allotments may be 
quite obvious.  Some stars forecast activities: Mars, Venus, Mercury.  Saturn forecasts personal talents, 
plus whatever happens through moist substances, labor, and legacies.  The chronocratorships from Saturn 
and Mars, with Jupiter not in the configuration, are considered to be base and humble.  The 
chronocratorships are noble and prosperous when derived from the sun and moon with benefics in 
conjunction or in aspect from the right. 

If the distribution goes from Daimon to MC (MC relative to the Lot of Fortune) or to the Lot itself, 
and if the ruler <of Daimon> is there, with /158P/ benefics, the sun, or the moon in aspect, and if the basis 
of the nativity is full of glory, the native will come to power and great rank, and will be distinguished, 
ruling, and prominent in those chronocratorships.  He will be called blessed by many because of his 
prosperity.  A distribution which comes at the Ascendant, at MC, or at the other angles forecasts high rank, 
but not to the same extent, because the places square with the Lots are most efficacious.  

If the transmissions occur as specified, and if the basis of the nativity is found to be average, the native 
will be involved in occupations and profits; he will be a friend of great men; /167K/ he will be thought 
worthy of gifts and offices.  He will live happily and successfully in proportion to the level of his 
occupation, especially if benefics are in conjunction or in aspect.  If malefics are in aspect, the influence of 
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the places will be visible in the manner just described, but because of the malefics in aspect, the native will 
meet with reverses and penalties, and will experience only transitory benefits from the benefics. 

Each star is located in the zodiacal circle according to its house.  In a similar way, each star becomes 
associated with another by its configuration at the nativity. 

 
8. A Compelling Example. 

Consider a sample nativity: sun, Venus in Cancer, moon, Ascendant in Pisces, Saturn in Sagittarius, 
the <preceding> full moon, Jupiter in Capricorn, Mars in Scorpio, Mercury in Leo, the Lot of Fortune in 
Leo, Daimon in Scorpio.  I am investigating the native’s 70th year.  I count the chronocratorships relevant 
to health from Leo <the Lot of Fortune>, first giving Leo 19 years, then Virgo 20, then Libra 8, then 
Scorpio 15.  The total is 62 years.  In these years he had many critical periods, falls from heights, and 
broken limbs.  I count off the remaining 8 years in Sagittarius, Saturn being there, not in its own sect.  In 
these years he endured shipwrecks and bodily disorders.  We learn the cause of the injury from the sign 
which the ruler of the Lot was found to be traversing: the Lot was in Leo; the ruler of the Lot, the sun, was 
found in Cancer.  Now Cancer indicates the breast and stomach, and so we say then that the cause of the 
injury was from Cancer. /159P/ Now he takes the allotment of years and converts it to 360 days.  (After 
calculating the 5 1/4 days separately, add them to the years.)  He gave Sagittarius 1 year, Capricorn 2 years 
3 months, Aquarius 2 years 6 months, Pisces 1 year, then Aries the remainder <2 years 3 months> of the 9 
years.  Mars, the current ruler of the chronocratorship for health, brings death, having received the 
chronocratorship from Saturn located in Sagittarius: /168K/ he died diseased in the stomach and afflicted 
with coughing.  The Place of Death was in Pisces, with the moon there also and Saturn in superior aspect, 
which caused the dysentery.  In addition the ruler of the <preceding> full moon, Saturn, was turned away 
and caused the type of violent death.  But the injury to the stomach and the cough resulted from the fact 
that the ruler of the Lot, the sun, was found in Cancer, and Cancer indicates breast and stomach. 

Now I considered the chronocratorships for occupations, beginning with Scorpio <=Daimon>, giving 
Mars (which was in Scorpio) 15 years, then Sagittarius 12 years, with Saturn in that sign.  Until age 27 he 
was a vagrant, subject to ups and downs.  His considerable property was squandered by his guardians, for 
the <11th> Place of Accomplishment was in Gemini and no benefic was in aspect, but Saturn was in 
opposition.  Next Capricorn received the distribution of 27 years; Jupiter was there, in <the XI Place of 
the> Good Daimon, and it was in opposition to and beheld by the sun and Venus.  During this entire 
chronocratorship he had great success and was entrusted with public and royal affairs.  He became a friend of 
governors and kings and became accordingly rich, but experienced setbacks and ups and downs in the 
course of time as a result of the malefics which received the allotment or were in aspect.  His wealth was 
transitory because Jupiter was found to be retrograde and in its depression <Capricorn>.  Aquarius received 
the distribution of the chronocratorship <at age 54> after Capricorn, with Mars and Mercury in aspect and 
the benefics turned away.  He ended his career and lost much through misplaced trust: he undertook pledges 
for relatives and slaves, through whose carelessness and poverty he fell into debt and was found abjectly 
poor, because the whole basis of the nativity aimed in this direction.  Aquarius took 2 years 6 months, 
then Jupiter 1 year, then Mars 1 year 3 months, then Venus 8 months, then Mercury 1 year 8 months.  At 
that point his affairs went into a great decline.  Next the moon received 2 years 1 month.  During this 
period he seemed to recover some of his pledges and to get the help of friends. /160P/ Next the sun received 
1 year 7 months in Leo, and Mercury 1 year 8 months in Virgo.  Since malefics were in aspect with the 
Places <Accomplishment Fortune> and with Mercury, he was ruined during this chronocratorship.  The 
Lot of Fortune /169K/ was found to be preceding an angle <the Descendant>, and the ruler of the triangle of 
the moon <Cancer Pisces Scorpio> was Mars.  Following Mercury, Venus received 8 months, then Mars 1 
years 3 months, then Sagittarius 1 year.  This was the end <69 years 4 months>. 

 
9. The Universal Year. The Year with Respect to the Distribution: How Many Days It Has and How 
It Must Be Calculated. 

Since the universal year has 365 1/4 days, while the year with respect to the distribution has 360, we 
subtract the 5 intercalary days and the one-fourth of a day, then we find the number of years.  Only then will 
we make the distribution.  (We calculated in this way for the previous nativity.)  For example: a person in 
his 33rd year was born on Tybi 15; we are investigating Mesori 20 of his 33rd year.  I multiply 30 years 
times the 5 <intercalary> days for a total of 150.  Now I add 10 <intercalary days> for the two complete 
years <31, 32> plus one-fourth of 32 (=8) for a total of 168.  Next I take the number of days from Tybi 15 
to the day in question, Mesori 20 (=215), and I add this amount to 168 for a grand total of 383.  From this 
sum I subtract 360, and the remainder is 23.  So the nativity will be in its 33rd full year with respect to the 
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distribution, plus 23 days.  I consider this number of years and days when making the distribution of the 
chronocratorships. 

 
10. The Breakdown into Longer and Shorter Periods: the Years, Months, Days and Hours of Each 
Star. The Use of These Periods in Nativities. 

By taking one-twelfth of the year (or of each period) we can discover how many days each star/sign 
allots.  For example: Aries allots 15 years.  One-twelfth of 15 years is 15 months.  Next one-twelfth of 15 
months is 37 1/2 days.  Next one-twelfth of 37 1/2 days is 3 1/3 hours.  <Aries> allots these time-periods 
during its period of rule.  The allotments of the other stars will be found in the same way.  If anyone uses 
this system, he will find the overall, the yearly, and the monthly chronocrators, as well as the daily and 
hourly chronocrators.  We will append the time divisions for each star worked out in detail so as not to 
confuse /170K/ our readers:/161P/ 
Star .......................... Years................ Months.............Days .................Days+Hours 
Sun .......................... 19..................... 19......................47 1/2...............3 days 23 hours 
Moon....................... 25..................... 25......................62 1/2...............5 days 5 hours 
Saturn...................... 30..................... 30......................75 .....................6 days 6 hours 
Capricorn................. 27..................... 27......................67 1/2...............5 days 15 hours 
Jupiter...................... 12..................... 12......................30 .....................2 days 12 hours 
Mars ........................ 15..................... 15......................37 1/2...............3 days 3 hours 
Venus ......................  8......................  8 ......................20 .....................1 day 16 hours 
Mercury ................... 20..................... 20......................50 .....................4 days 4 hours 
 

If we find a nativity it its 50th or 60th year, we begin the zodiacal vital sector of years from the Lot of 
Fortune or from Daimon, assigning to each star its period as far as it applies.  Then we assign the months, 
then the day and hours.  If the nativity is an infant’s, we begin by assigning the hours of the vital sector, 
then the days and months. 

For example: sun, Mercury, in Capricorn, Saturn, Jupiter in Leo, Mars, Venus in Aquarius, moon in 
Gemini, Ascendant in Leo, the Lot of Fortune in Pisces, the Lot of Daimon in Capricorn.  Let the vital 
sector start at the Lot of Fortune in Pisces.  It is necessary to investigate the fourth year, Mesori 16, 
including the 5 <intercalary> days of each year.  Since 12 <years> for Pisces would leave no allotment 
remaining, I have assigned 1 year <=12 months> to Pisces, 1 year 3 month to Aries, 8 months to Taurus.  
The total so far is 2 years 11 months.  Then the allotment passes to Mercury, 1 year 8 months, to total 4 
years 7 months.  But the nativity has not yet completed this length of time, so let Mercury be the 
chronocrator for a period of 8 months 15 days, a total of 255 days.  It is necessary to allot this amount 
continuing <to count> in the order of the signs.  First Mercury gives to itself (i.e. to Gemini) 50 days, 
then to Cancer 62 1/2 days, then to Leo 47 1/2 days, then to Virgo 50 days, then to Libra 20 days.  The 
total so far is 230 days, with 25 remaining.  Now Mars will have these 25 days in Scorpio after Venus’ 
days <in Libra>, until the completion of 37 1/2 days.  Therefore Mars will allot the 25 days proceeding in 
the order of the signs.  First it allots to itself 3 days 3 hours, then to Sagittarius 2 1/2 days, then to 
Capricorn 5 days 15 hours, then to Aquarius 6 days 6 hours, then to Pisces 2 1/2 days, then to Aries 3 
days 3 hours, and to Taurus the rest <1 day 21 hours> to complete the 25 days.  The overall chronocrator 
is Jupiter <Pisces>; the second is Mercury <Gemini>, receiving the allotment from Jupiter; the third is 
Mars <Scorpio>, receiving it from Mercury; the fourth is Venus <Taurus>, receiving it /171K/ from Mars.  
For the nativity it will be necessary to examine /162P/ where these stars are located and how they are 
configured with each other; having done this, then make your forecast.16  

If the overall chronocrator is found to be a benefic, the sun, or the moon, it brings fame and leadership 
for the nativity, or prominent offices, benefits, and association with the great.  In those chronocratorships 
when a malefic receives the distribution (according to the system of allotment), it brings about bodily 
infirmity and dangers.  If another star which is in opposition to the overall chronocrator or is 
inappropriately configured at the nativity and in transit receives the days, it brings upset, anxieties, and 
penalties.  If at the nativity the overall chronocrator happens to be unfavorably situated or is beheld by 
malefics, in the days assigned to those malefics the native will be ruined, fall into danger, or suffer crises.  
But if, when these malefics receive the chronocratorship, the overall chronocrator is found in operative signs 
and has benefics in aspect in transit, although embarrassed in livelihood or rank <during the period of the 
malefic>, the native will <later> live undisturbed. 
                                                             
16  Some astrologers allot the days using the triangles - marginal note. 
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In distributing the days, when you have completed the whole cycle of days (=528), it is necessary to 
begin the remaining days starting with the sign in opposition.  In the same way for the lesser time-periods, 
i.e. the days and the hours—after the completion of the cycle of days and hours (=44), count off the 
remaining days and hours in the order of the signs from the sign in opposition. 

 
11. The Operative Year and the Method of Fractions. 

After outlining the particular characteristics of the overall chronocrators and those of the shorter time-
periods, I must now speak about the operative year and matters associated with it—but first it is necessary 
to speak a few words about those who have written on these topics.  Most have expounded their views on 
the distribution of the chronocratorships in a very complicated and hateful manner, and they have not taught 
a valid system.  They have fenced in this topic with many devices, and have left their readers a legacy of 
the greatest error and of futile investigation.  Others, carried away in their ignorance by this mass of words, 
/172K/ have added false systems and have deceived many.  Still others, who saw the power of this science 
and who laid a foundation, did not add examples, because of their grudging spirit.   

We, however, traversed many lands /163P/ and came to Egypt, where we fell in with avaricious 
teachers.  We paid them money because of our enthusiasm for the work, but we did not come upon the 
truth.  So, choosing an ascetic and independent life, we occupied ourselves with other matters.  But this 
problem of concern to the greatest of the mathematical sciences, viz. the distribution of the overall chrono-
cratorships, drew us back and made our enthusiasm greater, and we came to consider an detailed treatment 
of the topic a necessity. 

Since quarrels have arisen about the general method of distributing—some using the method of 
following the sequence of terms, others using the minimum periods, others using the dodekatemoria (which 
total 10 years 9 months), others using the exaltations, all of which methods of distribution falsify the 
results—I thought it disgraceful to limit forecasts to “year 2” or “year 10” or “year 7,” and I thought it 
best to investigate the chronocratorship for any year or part of a year.  As a result, we have spent much time 
in painful labor, we have considered in painstaking detail the effects of the changing of places, and we have 
made experiments in close association with those who are eager for such knowledge.  Eventually God of his 
own accord, through his providence, made clear the transmission to a given place, <giving this 
knowledge> through the help of a learned man.  We received this as a basis, we added much labor, and we 
gained our goal, which we now possess, having ourselves added many useful procedures.  For it is from 
our daily experiences, from the contributions of many men, and from our personal acquaintance with 
syndromes that we have compiled our divinely-inspired and immortal theorems, and we have shared them 
without stint, since this topic seems to be the most essential prerequisite for the remaining parts <of 
astrology>.  Without it there neither is nor will be anything; it contains the foreknowledge of the 
beginning and the end. 

I adjure you, my most precious brother, and you, initiates into this mystic art, by the starry vault of 
heaven and by the twelve-fold circle, by the sun, the moon, and the five wandering stars by whom all of life 
is guided, and by Providence itself and /173K/ Holy Fate, to preserve these matters in secret and not to 
share them with the vulgar, but only with those worthy of them and able to preserve and requite them as 
they deserve.  I adjure you to bestow on me, Valens, your guide, eternal and noble fame, particularly since 
you are aware that I alone ungrudgingly illuminated this part of the truth which had never before been 
explicated by anyone.  Do not put aside my name and attach another’s to this compendium.  Do not blot 
out any of what has been /164P/ or will be written here, with the result of nullifying my readers’ efforts and 
of bringing discredit on me.   

May the previously mentioned gods be well-disposed to those who guard these things: may their lives 
be prosperous, and may the consummation of their plans be as they wish.  May the opposite happen to 
those who foreswear this oath: may the earth not be passable, the sea not be sailable, may they have no 
offspring of children, may their minds be blind and fettered, and may they lead shameful and unsuccessful 
lives.  If after death there is a recompense for good or evil deeds, may they suffer the same there also.  
Therefore, if after learning the doctrines taught here, anyone finds this system mysteriously set forth in 
another treatise, he must not award praise to that treatise, but he must show gratitude to us as not only the 
reporter but also the discoverer of many things and the perfecter of the system—for many men receive 
directions without stint, but give them grudgingly. 

Therefore I encourage those who have just met with this compendium, who are just entering the 
heavenly places, who are surveying for a time the dancing places and the mysteries of the gods, and who are 
gaining god-like glory—these I urge to lay aside the many schemes of systems and books, to become 
proficient in the scientific, tabulated theorems of the stars and signs and in the operations which use the 
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tables of visible motions, and to stick to these methods which have already been prescribed.  I urge them to 
observe the position of the stars in degrees when necessary for determinations to the degree, to observe their 
positions by sign when that level of accuracy is appropriate, so that what is said will have been said truly.  
(Often I myself have noticed that a star is in one sign with respect to the temporal determination of transits, 
but in another sign with respect to visible motion, especially if the star is at the beginning or end of a sign.  
The same variations are possible at stationary points and at opposition to the sun.)  Consequently, it is 
necessary to make the determination <of the chronocrator> only after first discovering in which signs or 
degrees the stars—and particularly the Ascendant—are located. 

/174K/ Let us start our exposition from this point: when investigating the current year of a nativity, 
we divide by 12.  Count the remainder from a star which is able <to transmit> to a star which is able to 
receive.  In this way we will discover to what sign the year transmits.  What I have said is easy to 
comprehend but complicated to determine since all the stars, plus the Ascendant, the sun, and the moon, 
can transmit to and receive from each other.  /165P/ Let us take an example so that we may make an 
intelligent beginning: sun, Mercury in Aquarius, moon in Scorpio, Saturn in Cancer, Jupiter in Libra, 
Venus in Capricorn, Mars, Ascendant in Virgo.  We are investigating the 35th year.  I divide <35> by 12, 
for a result of 24, remainder 11.  We note which stars are separated by 11 signs: we find 11 signs from the 
Ascendant and Mars <in Virgo> to Saturn in Cancer; additionally 11 signs from the moon <in Scorpio> to 
Mars, or from Venus <in Capricorn> to the moon.  All of these transmissions are effective in the 35th year.  
Whatever predictive force each star has, it will predict appropriately, good or bad, in the transmissions 
which we have outlined in the preceding discussion. 

Whenever there are many transmissions, it is necessary to take into account whether benefics or 
malefics predominate.  Award the prize to whichever group does predominate.  If neither does, the year 
should be judged as varied and changeable. 

To find the overall influence in any nativity, it will be necessary to count the years from the sun, the 
moon, and the Ascendant, and if the count ends at an empty place, then they <sun moon Ascendant> will 
be transmitting to the rulers of these <empty> signs.  These three figures have great influence, whether the 
transmission is to benefics, to malefics, to the angles or operative places, or to places not at the angles.  
Next it will be necessary to investigate the transmissions of the other stars: if malefics control the year, but 
the three aphetas have a benefic effect, then the year will be vigorous and distinguished, after some doubt, 
anxiety, and annoyance.  If no star transmits to another, and if the distribution is to empty places, then it is 
necessary to note the empty places: especially if any stars are there in transit, they will receive the 
distribution.  It is also necessary to count from the Lot of Fortune, from Daimon, from Love, and from 
Necessity, for it is from these points that the critical illnesses, benefactions, and dangers are apprehended. 

/175K/ But it is more scientific to count from the angles, because what is true of the general and 
cosmic is also found to be true of men.  Starting with the rising of Sirius, the year and the four angles 
rotate through the quadrennium.  The years, however, become varied because of the differing configurations, 
phases, and occasional transits of the stars.  Likewise the sun has four motions (a maximum, a minimum, 
/166P/ and two mean motions), and directs its course through the four tropics.  There are four astronomical 
forms of the moon: new, quarter, full, second quarter.  The universe and the earth itself is composed of the 
four elements and the four winds <=directions>.  If all this is so, then it is necessary for the four angles to 
be operative in <all> nativities, and it is necessary to count the years from them, and to make judgements 
from them about the stars at birth and the particular influences of the angles and signs.  It is necessary to 
know ahead of time the universal conjunction <of sun and moon>, the rising of Sirius, the Ascendant (if 
the Ascendant is at a tropic point), and the ruler of Sirius’ rising—because this <star> is considered the 
overall houseruler of the year.  (The cyclical rulers are the rulers of the Places.  Likewise for each nativity or 
each later recasting, the ruler of the year is the overall houseruler; the rulers of the new and full moons are 
the cyclical houserulers.) 

It is necessary to determine if the overall (i.e. universal) ruler is favorably related to the overall ruler of 
the nativity, or if it is the same.  Likewise determine if the universal (i.e. cyclical) rulers are in harmony, or 
if they are the same.  Moreover, the places of the nativity in which eclipses happen (i.e. in operative or 
inoperative places), plus the risings and phases of the stars, must be noted, because it is from these that 
distinguished, governing, and royal nativities derive their distinctive differences in occupation and glory; it 
is from these that great and marvelous forecasts usually come, carrying some to unparalleled fortune, others 
to a lowly and easily-ruined condition. 

(Let no one think we are rambling on and unnecessarily complicating our system.  No, we do this for 
the sake of securely knowing that our determinations will be unassailable for both noble and average 
nativities.) 
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In addition, when we investigate the length of life and bodily or mental activities, we count from the 
Ascendant.  On the other hand, when we investigate rank, preeminence, magnificence, the father, great 
personages, and whatever other matters are usually influenced by the sun’s nature, we will start the year-
count with the sun. /176/ For forecasts of dangers to health, diseases, bleeding, or the mother, we will start 
with the moon.  For forecasts of occupations, livelihood, and work, we will start with MC.  For forecasts 
of good fortune and success in life, we will start with the Lot of Fortune.  For forecasts of mortality, 
change, or trouble, we will start with the Descendant.  For forecasts of estates, possessions, secret matters, 
legacies, we will start with IC.  For forecasts of /167P/ women, love affairs, associations, or the category 
“female,” we will start with Venus.  For forecasts of military or public matters, we will start with Mars.  
For forecasts of bankruptcy, money or property, secret diseases, or family inheritance, we will start with 
Saturn.  For forecasts of rank, friendship, alliances, and possessions, we will start with Jupiter.  For 
forecasts of associations, slave matters, servile matters, giving and receiving, or written matters, we will 
start with Mercury. 

Then we will proceed as with the single transmissions and receptions: if two or three or more happen 
to be transmitting and receiving, it is necessary to determine the influence of each star on all those in 
contact with it.  Benefics and malefics will become influential according to the original basis of the 
nativity.  Whatever general configuration <of effects> any given star has when combined with another one 
which is in aspect or in configuration, those effects will be caused when the star receives from the other or 
transmits to the other the chronocratorship. 

So that our transmission might be seen more clearly and accurately, we will set down some rules and 
procedures which we may follow to have an easily understood method.  First it is necessary to note if the 
transmission is from an angle to an angle, or from <the XI Place of the> Good Daimon to the Lot of 
Fortune or to an operative place.   If so, the forecast will be for success or fame.  On the other hand, note if 
the transmission is from places that precede angles to angles, or from <the XII Place of the> Bad Daimon 
to <the XI Place of the> Good Daimon.  (The operative and effective signs are the Ascendant, MC, <the XI 
Place of the> Good Daimon, <the V Place of> Good Fortune, the Lot of Fortune, Daimon, Love, 
Necessity.  Signs of moderate activity are <the IX Place of> the God, <the III Place of> the Goddess, and 
the other two angles.  The rest of the signs are mediocre or bad.  The influence of a Place is weakened or is 
strengthened depending on the benefics or malefics which are in conjunction or aspect.  <The VI Place of> 
Bad Fortune, incidentally, seems to be better than <the XII Place of the> Bad Daimon, because of its 
<Fortune’s> position trine with MC.) 

If one transmission is found in a nativity (i.e. if all stars happen to come to one sign). /177K/ they 
themselves will transmit zodiacally.  The nativity will share whatever overall quality this mixture indicates 
for it with every star.  Say three or four stars are found in one sign, one or two in another: in this case the 
one in dominant aspect in its degree-position <=to the right> will allot the chronocratorship (i.e. the one 
with the lowest degree-position of degrees will receive the chronocratorship <first>.)  Then the star next in 
order <will receive>.  The same is true for the receivers <?>.  Even though the distribution is complicated, 
if one pays attention he will not go wrong. 

/168P/ The same transmissions are indicated every 12 years.  They will, however, not have the same 
causative influence, but different.  Whenever we find a transmission in one cycle, (whether from one or from 
many), we examine the horoscope recast for that year, particularly the transits of the stars, to see if they 
have a configuration similar to their configuration at the nativity with respect to the transmitters and 
receivers, and if they have the same phases with respect to the sun.  If this is found to be true, we say that 
the results are certain.  If the configurations are different and dissimilar, the results will not take place in 
toto: some things will happen overall, others partially.  For example: if either Jupiter or Saturn holds the 
overall chronocratorship and is favorably situated, and if the same star happens to control the 
chronocratorship in this current period, the native will inherit or will benefit from legacies.  If Saturn or 
Jupiter rules the year in the second or third cycle, but does not hold the overall chronocratorship, the native 
will not inherit, but will gain something: he will benefit from legacies or some such expectation, or from 
the selling of possessions, estates, and other property.   Likewise in the overall chronocratorship: results 
will be certain at some point of the 12-year cycle, but not later or earlier—unless the stars reveal the 
meaning of the forecasts. 

Examples: someone has married in the first cycle while in his 34th year.  (It is necessary to correlate 
the results with the time of life.)  In the second cycle, the native will give thought to love affairs, a second 
marriage, or whatever turns the mind to women. 

Another person campaigned.  The same transmission happening again /178K/ will lead to success, 
change, and military matters.  If the general basis <of the nativity> happens to be successful, the native will 
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have special success at those times, if benefics are in control.  If the nativity is great, the native will be a 
governor, a procurator, or be one of those in authority.  (It is necessary to make the forecasts harmonize 
with the general tenor of the nativity.) 

Another person had children in a certain chronocratorship.  When the same transmission happens again 
(and if his vigor and his time of life permit), the native will have a child or will buy slaves, or he will rear 
some, treating them as his own children, or he will take thought for another’s children. 

Another person became a ruler, preeminent among the masses.  When the same chronocratorship 
happens again, and if the basis of the nativity is good, /169P/ he will receive great and distinguished 
offices.  If the basis is average, the native will associate with rulers or he will have the appearance of rule or 
preeminence. 

Another person is condemned or imprisoned.  When the same transmission happens again and if 
benefics are in aspect, he will be released from confinement or from the lawsuit.  If malefics are in aspect, 
the native will still be at law because of some criminal attempt or malicious accusation, or he will 
experience even worse. 

And so on—whatever can happen in life will happen according to the transmissions, but in a different 
way because of the overall chronocratorship, the later recasting of horoscopes, the transits and phases of the 
stars, and the configurations of each star, which are not generally equivalent.  If, for example, stars at a 
particular time are transiting the star which transmitted, received, or was at an angle in the nativity, these 
stars will contribute an influence from their own natures, whether good or bad, and they will either intensify 
the outcome or hinder it.  We consider results to be certain when the star in transit has the same 
configuration with the transmitting star as it did at the nativity, or if the transmitting stars and the 
receiving stars have the same configuration as at the nativity.  If the temporal <chronocrators> indicate one 
thing, but the year and the transits indicate another, the outcomes will be mediocre. 

Generally speaking, any star that transmits or receives while setting is ineffective and hindering.  If it is 
found to be a benefic, it provides only the appearance of good.  If the three aphetic points (sun moon 
Ascendant) indicate different outcomes, the year will be complex.  Often, if the overall chronocrator informs 
us that the results will be great and noteworthy, although there is no transmission at one aphetic point, 
then it is necessary to make the vital sector start there <at the overall chronocrator> and to move on to the 
yearly chronocrator. 

/179K/ Some treatise writers have written mystifyingly about the system just described.  Let those, 
however,who read my treatise remember from the beginning that since no one <else> has worked out any 
such system before, it was necessary to supply the key by which this transmission method, being very 
effective, will make forecasts of an astonishing standard for each type of result.  If anyone soberly attends to 
the topics to come in this transmission method, he will continue unshaken <in his craft> through <his use 
of> the varied theorems of the stars’ and signs’ influences. 

 
/170P/ 12. The Names of the Twelve Places. The Twelve-Fold Division. 

Let us begin with 
I the Ascendant, life, steering-oar, body, breath. 
II Life, the Gate of Hades, shadowy, giving and receiving, association. 
III Brothers, travel abroad, kingship, authority, friends, relatives, rents/revenue, slaves. 
IV Rank, children, one’s own wife and older individuals, activity, city, home, possessions, lodgings, 
alterations, change of place, dangers, death, confinement, religious matters. 
V The Place of Children, friendship, association, slaves, freedmen, the completion of some good deed or 
benefaction. 
VI Slaves, injuries, hostility, disease, sickness. 
VII The Descendant, marriage, success, an affair with a woman, friendship, travel. 
VIII Death, benefits from the deceased, the Inactive Place, law, sickness. 
IX Friendship, travel, benefits from foreigners, God, king, magnates, astrology, oracles, appearances of the 
gods, mystic and occult matters, associations. 
X Occupation, rank, success, children, women, change, innovation in business. 
XI Friends, hopes, gifts, children, slaves, freedmen. 
XII Foreign lands, hostility, slaves, injuries, dangers, tribunals, disease, death, sickness. 

Each Place acts in the way specified, and the nature of the Place in opposition also acts cooperatively.  
When the transmission of the year has been found, we examine the Place where the transmitter is found and 
the Place where the receiver is found (using the twelve-Place system described above and the properties of 
the sign and the Place).  The transmission of the stars /180K/ will have its own causative influence as well, 
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which we will append at the end of <our section> on the distribution. 
An example: Saturn or Mars is in the Ascendant and is either transmitting or receiving.  We can say 

that during this year there will be bodily troubles, danger, or bleeding.  If these stars are in the VII Place 
from the Ascendant, there will be a turn to the worse because of a wife, or danger to a wife, or an upsetting 
crisis because of marriage.  If they are in the IX Place from the Ascendant, there will be hazardous travel, 
trouble abroad, or betrayal at the hands of foreigners.  If they are in the XII Place, there will be grief because 
of slaves or enemy revolts.  In other words, the star will activate those matters which each Place influences. 
/171P/ If benefics are in these Places, they indicate something good: rank, profits, longed-for purchases, 
travel.  Determinations should also be made by taking into consideration the stars receiving from or in 
aspect with the Places, noting that the type of influence and the outcome of affairs will be determined by the 
transmitter, the receiver, and their Places. 

It will also be necessary to look at the ruler of the transmitter or of the receiver and the sign in which it 
is located, because this star too will be influential on the type of effect <to be expected>.  The II and the 
VIII Places from the Ascendant will be considered inactive and fatal.  Whenever the transmission or 
reception is in these Places, the native will benefit from aspects relating to death.  Greater benefics will 
accrue when benefics are in conjunction or aspect.  If malefics are in conjunction or aspect, disputatious 
lawsuits will arise because of a legacy, and the year will be dangerous, calamitous, or impropitious.  
Occasionally it happens that when only malefics are <in the Places> or are with the sun, the moon, or 
Mercury, the native will be charged with murder or will bring something dangerous on his own head.  If in 
addition Venus is in conjunction or aspect, the native’s life will be even more in upheaval because of 
poisonings, or he will be denounced as a conspirator.  Note that the places of Saturn are indicative of death 
and inheritances, and the transmission to Jupiter forecasts inherited property and benefits from the deceased.  
If this transmission coincides with the first chronocratorship, without question there will be inheritances 
and great benefits proportional to the basis of the nativity.  If the distribution is in the <II Place>, the Gate 
of Hades, and if the transmission is from Saturn to the house of Jupiter, there will be an inheritance.  If only 
the transmission occurs, there will be benefits from the deceased—likewise /181K/ if Saturn and Jupiter are 
in the same sign and are transmitting or receiving. 

If the transmission is from <the XII Place of the> Good Daimon, <the V Place of> Good Fortune, or 
from the Lot of Fortune, and if benefics are in aspect, there will be inheritances, gifts, or a cause of some 
good.  If the fatal Places transmit to Places which precede the angles or vice-versa, the native will hear of 
someone’s death while abroad or as a result of travel.  (The four Places which precede the angles serve as 
Places of Foreigners and of Slaves.)  Likewise in any nativity Gemini and Sagittarius have the same general 
effect as the Place of Slaves because of their zodiacal position: when Cancer is in the Ascendant, the Place of 
Slaves falls in these signs.  So even when a native has the Place of Slaves in another sign, /172P/ but has 
malefics in these <Gemini Sagittarius>, he will experience disturbances and injuries from slaves, even 
penalties, death, and flight, especially if Saturn is in these Places.  If benefics are in these Places, the native 
will be thought well of <by slaves> and will receive benefits from them, and he himself will be a benefactor 
of slaves, or will indeed raise some, treating them as his children. 

Consider the same to be true for the rest of the Places which precede centers. 
 

13. The Transmission From an Exaltation to an Exaltation. 
A transmission from an exaltation to an exaltation with benefics in conjunction or aspect is productive 

of rank and profits, especially if the rulers are in their own places.  Similarly a transmission from <the 
star’s> own house to its exaltation or vice-versa with the rulers in aspect indicates vigorous, noteworthy 
results.  A transmission from a depression to a depression indicates a mediocre and variable nativity.   

If Saturn and Mars are properly configured and are transmitting to and receiving from their own houses, 
exaltations, or operative places, they bring great public services and high rank.  Saturn provides 
inheritances, landed property, estates, rents, stewardships, and it brings success in religious undertakings 
and affairs of ancient lore.  Mars controls the governing aspect.  If benefics are watching and if the sun and 
the moon are properly configured with them, they bring great and profitable distinction to men.  But if 
benefics are absent and if the luminaries are in opposition or are unfavorably configured, and if Mercury is 
involved, /182K/ they bring accusations, reversals, great dangers, plots, riots, and ruin.  If the transmission 
or reception is to or from another star’s exaltation, or even to or from its own when it is unfavorably 
situated, the native will be thrown from high places or from animals, will suffer wounds, bleeding, and 
dangerous diseases, or be involved in fires and shipwrecks.  Even if the nativity is helped and has an 
allocation of years <left to live>, the native will experience the ruin of his livelihood or rank. 

One must observe whether the stars of the night or of the day sect are configured with their sect mates.   
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If they are, they will be more effective for good than the other stars and will be a cause of great good fortune 
at the times of their own transmissions and transits.  If they are not so configured, /173P/ they will prevent 
any advancement in rank and will hinder any benefits.  Because of this they have been named “malefic,” 
since they are “malefactors” of life, but benefactors in other respects.  Even Jupiter and Venus, when found 
to be setting at the time of transmission or transit, when unsuitably configured, or when unfavorably 
situated, cause a disturbed period, unsuccessful and full of delays; they are “malefactors” of hopeful 
expectations or benefits.  In addition, they even bring penalties, spiritual torment, and criticism for one’s 
accomplishments. 

 
14. The Phases and Transits of the Stars. 

For all stars the following general factors must be observed: if they are found to be rising when 
transmitting or receiving, and to be ruling the year or acting as the overall chronocrator, and if they are 
rising when they arrive at operative places in their transits, they clearly bring occupation.  Their power is 
aroused then, and each star will cause the results appropriate to its nature.  Whatever influence and effects it 
has at the nativity or whatever the year indicates—in whichever sign it is located, those are the effects it 
will activate. 

If the stars are passed the first stationary point and are found to be retrograde, they delay expectations, 
actions, profits, and enterprises.  In the same way they will be rather weak and thwarting when in 
opposition to the sun; they hold out only appearances and hopes. /183K/ If they are at <or passed> the 
second stationary point, they cancel any delay and reinstate the same activities.  They then bring stability 
and success in life.  If the stars are at their last visibility, they bring obstacles and pains in one’s 
accomplishments, as well as bodily crises, illnesses, and afflictions of the hidden parts.  Often they hold 
out rank and great hopes only to turn them to the worse.  If a malefic forecasts something for a nativity and 
has the year <=is chronocrator>, and if <another> malefic transits the year, it intensifies the evil; if a benefic 
transits, it brings relief and help.  Assume the same is true for benefics. 

In any nativity Jupiter has an extraordinary effect.  If it transits the year, the points square, or those in 
opposition, and if the chronocrator is well situated or in operative places, it will bring great public services 
and high rank, /174P/ particularly so when it is rising; then it has special power over the stars which seem 
to control the chronocratorship.  If the chronocrator is unfavorably situated while Jupiter is in transit, it will 
be somewhat weak and unsettled and will delay the public services and high rank.  If it is rising, it will 
relieve or help moderately. 

 
15. The III Place and the IX Place from the Ascendant. 

The III or the IX Place from the Ascendant, when transmitting or receiving with benefics in those 
Places, causes travel under favorable circumstances, or occupation and association abroad or with foreigners.  
If the Place happens to be in a bicorporeal sign, the native will profit or will travel many times.  Some men 
<with a star> in these Places receive messages from God, know the future, and are in charge of sacrifices, 
prayers, and offerings to God.  Others avoid illness, imprisonment, accusation, disease, or danger through 
the foresight of God, and they bless Him for it.  If the nativity’s basis is great and if the overall 
chronocrator is supportive, the native receives gifts from a king, governing responsibilities, or authority, 
or—having escaped from troubles and crises with royal good fortune—he becomes renowned.  Some 
prepare shrines, temples, and royal images and in so doing win eternal fame. 

But if malefics are in conjunction or aspect /184K/ with these Places, the native is despitefully treated 
abroad and falls into penalties or poverty.  He does not succeed abroad, but is involved in wanderings and 
danger, and comes to his end cursing his fate as if he were suffering the wrath of God.  Some men during 
these times will deny God’s power, will engage in bizarre religious acts or eat unclean food.  They will 
become soothsayers, seers, or prophets, or they will be considered mad.  Those endowed with a more lofty 
fortune or rank will endure disturbances abroad or because of foreigners, as well as scandal, riots, and 
revolts of mobs or cities, because of which they undergo extraordinary dangers, hostility, and betrayal 
because of their responsibilities.  Sometimes they meet with accusations, are terrorized by the king, and are 
ruined in rank and livelihood. 

 
16. Nativities of Varying Fortunes. 

First of all it is necessary to take into account the basis and rank of each nativity and to coordinate the 
influence of the stars and signs with this basis, /175P/ so that the forecast for average and for exalted 
nativities will not be different, not the same.  Each star and each sign has an average influence for benefit or 
harm, as well as an extreme influence for good or bad, and they are sometimes the cause of great good, 



Vettius Valens, Anthologies, Book IV 

 83 

sometimes of great evil.  So, if we find a distinguished and illustrious nativity <whose basis> is 
guaranteed by an aspect of benefics in the temporal transmission, but the malefics have the chronocratorship 
or have come in their transits to the angles or operative places, we say that the nativity will suffer nothing 
unexpected: the native will put his household completely in disorder, will endure scandal and criticism, 
and will be disturbed and fearful.  If the sun or the full moon is afflicted, the native will act unlawfully and 
violently, will suffer upsets and much-talked-about dangers, as well as revolts of cities and of enemies, 
because of which he will live assailed by disturbances.  For such nativities, /185K/ it will be necessary to 
determine the conjunctions and aspects of the benefics in order to see if the causes might go beyond <what 
is expected>, and might foretell ruin or disgrace.  If only the moon or the Ascendant is afflicted, the high 
rank of the native will not come to fruition because of his bodily afflictions and sudden illnesses, and it will 
become painful and grievous to the possessor. 

If the basis of the nativity is found to be characteristic of one living an inactive, isolated life, varied and 
surprising activities during the transmission of the chronocratorships or in the configuring of transits should 
not be forecast.  Furthermore, those who are entirely fortunate will not be harmed by malefics entering 
operative places, nor will the humble be helped by benefics—all because of the overall predisposition <of 
the nativity>, which partial influences cannot change.  Now there are many nativities which fall from great 
fortune and rank to low rank, while others rise from mediocre fortune and base descent to prosperity and 
prominence.  <In view of this,> if the nativity is found to be rising to high position judging from the 
overall situation<?>, and if benefics have the chronocratorship in the detailed configuration of years, 
brilliant prospects, benefits, and success will follow.  If malefics have the chronocratorship, uncertainties, 
disturbances, and bodily afflictions will follow, but the underlying <favorable> basis will remain 
unchanged.  On the other hand, if the nativity falls to low rank (again judging from the overall basis), even 
if benefics receive the yearly chronocratorship or are in transit, their influence for good will be quite weak 
and they will permit malefics /176P/ to harm the nativity.  So, not in every case do benefics have a benefic 
role nor malefics a malefic role, but they interchange in the detailed configuration of years according to the 
overall basis of the nativity, becoming benefics <at one time, malefics at another. 

In addition, it is necessary to examine the activities of each nativity to see if it gets its impulse from 
Mercury, Mars, Venus, or Saturn, or from the sun, the moon, or Jupiter, and whether its basis is found to 
be distinguished.  If each star is favorably configured in the transmissions or is coming to a transit, the year 
will be beneficial and productive of glory in <the star’s> type of activity.  For example, if Saturn comes 
into the places of the sun or the moon, the native will be harmed in those matters which the sun, the 
moon, or their places naturally indicate.  Likewise if the year is with Saturn /186K/ or comes to it (i.e. 
where it was located at birth or where it is at the transit), we will make the forecast according to <Saturn’s 
nature>.  When the rest of the stars, plus the sun and the moon, are in the Leisurely Place and are 
chronocrators, they become inactive; when in opposition <to the Leisurely Place>, they cause disturbances. 

For any nativity, if the year is transmitted from the sun, the moon, and the Ascendant and gives any 
indications, those indications will be unchangeable, whether good or bad: it is good if the transmission 
goes to Venus, Jupiter, or operative places; it is bad if it goes to Saturn, Mars, or afflicted places; if the 
transmission goes to both, the nature of the stars and places will indicate what will happen that year.  If the 
three figures <Sun moon Ascendant> indicate incompatible events, the year will be complicated and 
subject to ups and downs.  It is better if malefics transmit to benefics rather than the reverse.  A star 
transmitting to another star in the same sign (i.e. a houseruler in operative places) brings a vigorous period. 

The following procedure seems to be scientific: the apheta of the years should start from each indicative 
Place.  We start from MC when investigating occupations, from the Place of Marriage when investigating 
wives, from the Place of Slaves when investigating slaves, and likewise from the Place of Children.  If we 
find that benefics are in conjunction or aspect with the place we come to, or if the sign is operative, we can 
say that the outcome will have success, profits, and the fulfillment of wishes. 

In any configuration it will be necessary to see in which sign the houseruler of the houseruler is located 
and how it is configured.  If the houseruler of the sign is unfavorably situated and indicates some crisis, but 
its houseruler /177P/ is favorably situated, relief from this evil will come, as well as partial benefits or a 
successful outcome of expectations: the native will receive trusts and gifts from the great or from royal 
personages, if the overall chronocratorship is controlled by the sun and the moon or by benefics, and if the 
distribution is to a good place.  The following is particularly <effective> in a nativity: if Jupiter is in 
superior aspect to Saturn, or is in square, trine, opposition, or conjunction; likewise if Mars is found in 
trine, square, or in the Place just following the Descendant when Jupiter is at IC—under these conditions 
the gifts to the native will be very great and most profitable.  In the case of those who present gifts to 
others, who strive for public acclaim, and who spend money on the masses: /187K/ if Mercury is found to 
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be in aspect with Jupiter and Venus at the nativity, but not with Saturn and Mars, the native will be 
acclaimed and will share much public repute and honor.  If Mercury has Mars in aspect on the right, the 
native will regret his actions, will experience criticism, upset, and the notoriety of scandal, even if he 
spends his money lavishly.  If Mercury has Saturn in aspect <on the right>, the native will end up a 
starveling, notorious, endangered.  If Mercury also has benefics in aspect, both things will happen.  All 
stellar aspects are powerful, but the aspects of square and opposition are considered especially so. 
<Aspects> are considered <strong> in the signs of equal rising times… 

The transmission passing to Taurus and Virgo from those <signs?> indicates that the results will be 
insecure, subject to delays and lawsuits, and completely ruinous.  The transmission to Sagittarius and 
Capricorn brings mysterious and harmful results because these signs are imperfect. 

If the distribution is to be scientifically based, it will be necessary not only to examine the 
transmissions in the natal chart, but also in charts for katarchai and for runaways.  Determine the 
Ascendant, make the chart, then use it in the same way as for nativities. 

If Saturn and Mars have a relationship with the sun and the moon or with the Ascendant (e.g. 
opposition, superior aspect, or any other influence for bad)… 

Assume, for instance, the nativity of a child is presented for interpretation, a child to whom a forecast 
for the beginning of an occupation cannot apply.  When the transmissions of the stars are found, the results 
will apply to the father and mother, occasionally to his master, until the time when the native, attaining the 
age of full development, is subject to the indications <of the forecast>.  Forecast for a child only what can 
apply to him: gifts, legacies, adoption, dislocations, boils, etc.  Sometimes surprising /178P/ forecasts are 
made for such people, forecasts which become evident from the overall interpretation of the stars.  It is also 
necessary to harmonize forecasts for each indicated period with the age of the native and the customs and 
laws of the country.  If this is done, the operation will be considered irrefutable. 

 In horoscopes for paired nativities—brothers, man and wife, relatives, other persons linked by 
friendship—it is necessary to make the forecast for the individual whom the horoscope best fits /188K/ at 
the applicable time, and to say that such and such will happen first or second to this individual; then 
assign the outcome to the other individual in the second place.  For example: if the horoscope causes A to 
benefit from something to do with a death, and causes B to benefit at some time from an inheritance, an 
inheritance from which A also expects to gain, the gain will not come in the chronocratorship of A, but in 
the chronocratorship of B, who is expecting the inheritance.  (The forecast will be made from MC.)  The 
same forecast will be realized more quickly for one person, but more slowly for the other, because of travel, 
a trial, accusation, or some other crisis.  The same applies to rank, gifts, buying and selling, association 
and affinities, travel, and to all other occurrences in life.  Therefore events sometimes come to pass sooner 
or later than expected because of the sympathies and antipathies of nativities.  Nature reveals her causative 
forces through the cycles of the stars just as if she had supplied us with a map, but she brings some things 
suddenly and unexpectedly, while delaying others and holding them under the power of Necessity, until the 
star which is the most fitting cause of the matter receives the chronocratorship. 

It is necessary to make a comparison between the universal motions and these matters: the sun moving 
through the tropic degrees does not always effect the same change of weather, but sometimes it brings the 
universal fabric to a mild condition before it is expected, and sometimes it passes through the winter tropic 
with clear weather, but later stirs up heavy squalls and fearsome gusts of wind.  Nor does the moon 
<always> cause storms corresponding to its visible phases, nor does it <clear> the air after conjunction, 
but sometimes it storms and shows the effects of its nature before they are expected, and it causes an 
extraordinary mixture of weather, at other times it partially manifests wintery conditions, /179P/ but then 
in that very phase, it brings a clear sky.  Occasionally, when passing out of conjunction, it takes a wintery 
turn.  In a similar fashion the other weather indications and settings of the stars will not <always> have the 
same results: they will show their phases sometimes early, sometimes late, sometimes not in full measure.  
These variations will occur according to the /189K/ risings of the year, the new and full moons, the 
eclipses and the quadrennia, the overall and the cyclical houserulers, and with reference to the interchange of 
periodic transits. 

 
17. The Transmissions of the Stars and the Ascendant. The Results. 

Continuing this topic, we must append the transmissions of the stars. 
<The Distributions of the Sun> 

The sun transmitting to Saturn brings a bad year.  It indicates unemployment, setbacks, hostility and 
rejection, damage from superiors or elders, rebellions of the lower classes, diseases and eye infirmities, ups 
and downs of livelihood and terrifying upheavals, attacks of subject peoples, the deaths of fathers or of men 
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in the place of fathers.  If the transmission is unfavorably situated, it brings convictions and imprisonment. 
The sun transmitting the year to Jupiter indicates a brilliant year: the father’s high rank (for those who 

have a living father), association with superiors, prosperity, gifts, prominent occupations, offices.  It brings 
the begetting of children and marriage (for the unmarried) and brings enterprises to fruition.  It brings 
success and foretells great expectations. 

The sun transmitting to Mars indicates a sickly and hazardous year: danger to the father or to those in 
the role of a father,…For him an effective period<?> and success in business, but with many quarrels, 
expenses, inopportune penalties, hostility from the great or from fathers, harm from subordinates, cuts, 
bleeding, loss of blood, troubles of the intellectual faculties, blindness, crises due to hatred, abuse. 

The sun transmitting to Venus indicates a good, affectionate period: it brings associations and 
friendships, gifts, enjoyment, affections, marriages, /180P/ childbirths, buying of jewels or slaves.  To men 
of superior rank it brings offices, distinguished rank, a vision of great expectations, and freedom from 
trouble and every crisis. 

The sun transmitting to Mercury is good, effective, advantageous, associative, beneficent to 
subordinates, and productive of giving and receiving.  If it is beheld by malefics, it brings trials and 
tribulations, anxiety because of money or documents, the condemnation of slaves and friends, as well as 
untimely expenses and penalties. 

The sun transmitting to the moon is vigorous and kindly: /190K/ it brings acquisition, benefits from 
males and females, associations, marriages, unions, distinguished births, prosperity and gifts from 
foreigners or from abroad. 

The sun distributing to itself and being favorably configured brings brilliant prospects and activities: 
associations with and unexpected benefits from superiors and the great.  If the sun is in conjunction or in 
aspect with benefics, it brings even greater rank and benefits.  If however the birth is at night, the forecast 
will be less optimistic: disturbed, with hostility, crises, or envious accusations.  If a malefic is in 
conjunction or aspect, it brings reduction of livelihood, ruin of status, hazardous travel, the hostility of or 
danger to the father, and the disruption of activities. 

First of all it is necessary to examine the nature and relationships of the stars: each star in its own sect 
and favorably configured will show a causative influence depending on the basis of the nativity.  The 
aspects and transits of the other stars will have great power to weaken or postpone a bad influence or to 
benefit and elevate <the native>.  It is better if they are found rising and in operative signs; if they are in the 
Descendant, or are inappropriately or badly situated and afflicted, they will turn to the worse. 

 
18. The Distributions of the Moon. 

The moon distributing to itself is unpleasant: it brings hostility and lawsuits from the great, ups and 
downs of livelihood, and confrontations with relatives or wives.  A malefic in aspect from the right brings 
bodily weakness /181P/ and sudden dangers.  In such a chronocratorship, it is necessary to examine the 
sign in which the moon is located, in order to see if a malefic in transit will cause something worse.  If a 
benefic is in transit, it brings relief from the crisis, but it also brings travel and change of place.  At the 
same time it brings renewed success for the indigent and a cure for their miseries. 

The moon distributing to the sun brings the waning of livelihood and great expenses.  Especially if 
malefics behold the transmission, the failure of actions and vain hopes are foretold, as well as upheavals, 
disturbances, domestic disorders, and affairs or marriage with women.  For those who have a solidly 
established rank in life, <this distribution brings> expenditures resulting in purchases or renewed success 
in business, /191K/ and advancement or some gifts and benefactions. 

The moon distributing to Saturn brings a complicated and fluctuating year: the sickness or death of the 
mother (if she is still alive), hostility, disarray in business, changes of place, chilling of activities, bodily 
dangers, troubles of the hidden parts or of the sensory faculties—especially if the moon is waning.  If it is 
waxing, the damage will be less, except that the period will be harmful and grievous. 

The moon distributing to Jupiter indicates a good and productive period, one full of accomplishment 
and association with the great, rank and offices, benefits and gifts from females.  It brings marriage to the 
unmarried, children to the married, alliances and friendships, or the increase of the mother’s livelihood and 
rank (for those who have a mother living), success in business, and the fulfillment of hopes and 
expectations. 

The moon transmitting to Mars brings a hard year, especially if the moon is waxing (for day births): it 
causes dangers and illness, bleeding, falls, accidents with fire, penalties, domestic disorder, the deaths of or 
separations from females, hostility, trials, imprisonment, and upheavals of the masses.  If the moon is 
waning or is approaching new (especially for night births), and since the chronocratorship is passing to the 
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troublesome and active <star>, it forecasts that men will succeed—but only with anxiety and labor. 
The moon distributing to Venus indicates a period which brings success and accomplishment: rank, 

association, alliances with men and women, and marriage.  If the stars are inappropriately situated and are 
beheld by malefics, /182P/ they bring about unpleasantness, hatred, expenses, and breaches of promise 
towards female individuals.  Overall, this transmission generally brings jealousy, quarrels, disorders, and 
hostility towards relatives, family, and friends. 

The moon distributing to Mercury brings an effective and successful period with respect to females and 
political associations, especially if <the transmission> is configured with benefics; if with malefics, men 
will endure lawsuits and disturbances because of money, documents, and accounts, and they will suffer 
great struggles.  If Mercury is found situated in its rightful place, they will survive; if not, they will be 
condemned and will make great expenditures. 

 
/192K/ 19. The Distributions of the Ascendant. 

The Ascendant transmitting to a malefic brings a very bad period, especially if the transmission is to 
Saturn (for night births) or to Mars (for day births).  It brings bodily dangers, ups and downs of livelihood, 
anxiety, disturbing crises, falls, and injuries. 

The Ascendant transmitting to Jupiter indicates a brilliant and profitable period, high ranks, and 
distinguished positions.  Some are helped and promoted by the great; some escape dangers and crises and 
their troubles are relieved; others attain freedom. 

The Ascendant transmitting to Venus indicates a good, lovely time: associations and affairs with 
women, buying, good cheer, an escape from evils. 

The Ascendant transmitting to the sun indicates that men will be well received by the great and by 
superiors, and that the year will be successful.  For those of high rank, it brings even higher positions and 
advancement. 

The Ascendant transmitting to the moon indicates a steady and effective period: help from and 
associations with women, innovations, occupations, travel with a successful outcome, and (especially if 
benefics are in aspect) prosperity abroad.  If malefics are in aspect, it indicates the opposite—and with 
disturbances. 

The Ascendant transmitting to Mercury indicates an effective, profitable, and successful period.  If the 
transmission is harmed by malefics, the period will be subject to the law and to penalties. 

Stars transmitting to the Ascendant show the same results; a forecast will be made of good or bad 
according to the position of each star, whether appropriate or the opposite. 

 
/183P/ 20. The Distributions of Saturn. 

Saturn distributing to itself points to trouble and unemployment, hostility from elders or the great, and 
disgrace.  Men will fail in their attempts or, if they do accomplish anything, it will be insecure.  If Mercury 
or Mars beholds Saturn, men will be denounced and have trials because of documents; they will suffer the 
subversion of matters concerning religion or legacies, will suffer from malignity and tricks, and they will 
come to an end like those suffering the wrath of God.  <If benefics are in aspect,> the results will be milder: 
<troubles> will come more slowly, mixed with some success. 

Saturn transmitting to the sun brings danger to the father or his death, if he already has some infirmity.  
It brings an uncertain year: /193K/ hostility, penalties, lawsuits, troubles of the sense organs, recurrence of 
disease, meanness on the part of friends and relatives.  For day births, if the transmission happens to be 
favorably configured, men will succeed with wearisome labor and expenditures, or they will profit from 
deaths. 

Saturn distributing to the moon indicates danger to the mother—if she is still alive; if not, to female 
individuals.  It <brings about> hostilities, separations, damage, criminality, disturbances in business, 
dangerous movements, bodily weakness, intermittent fevers, internal and nervous disorders, feebleness, 
dimming of vision, unexpected diseases. 

Saturn distributing to Mars indicates a terrible and dangerous year: it brings about illnesses, plots, 
troubles, dangers, the deaths of family members and suffering or disturbances and lawsuits on behalf of 
family members, the ingratitude of friends, family upheavals, defense speeches/disputes, fears and hatreds 
with respect to the great, the deaths of fathers (if they are still alive) or of older individuals, hazardous and 
profitless travel.  If the stars are unfavorably situated, they bring about shipwreck and ruin, diseases and 
injuries.  If they are well configured in operative signs or have benefics in aspect, most of the trouble will 
be dissipated. 

Saturn distributing to Jupiter indicates a fine and effective period: men receive inheritances and 
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legacies.  They receive help from older people or from wills.  They control estates and property.  Some 
gain profit from moist matters: they own ships, they purchase ships, they demolish and /184P/ rebuild, 
they restore old matters and are adorned with a livelihood.  If Mars or Mercury are together and in aspect 
with this distribution, men will endure trials and lawsuits, and will have untimely expenses. 

Saturn distributing to Venus indicates those who separate from wives or are wronged by females.  
Some will see the deaths <of wives> or will be inconstant in their marriages and love affairs.  Some will be 
the victims of plots and will experience poisoning.  They suffer internal troubles, are plagued by weakness, 
chills, attacks of the flux, and endure reversals, lawsuits, and changes in their affairs.  If the nativity is of a 
women, she will live in pain, especially if she is pregnant. /194K/ She will also have affairs with her 
husband’s friends. 

Saturn distributing to Mercury indicates disputes about old or religious matters, about money or 
accounts, about giving and receiving.  It indicates obstacles to accomplishing anything, penalties, 
betrayals, and hatred.  Men will see the deaths of family members, will become accomplices or 
meddlesome persons during these periods, will be involved in loans and debts, will suffer upheavals 
because of documents, all according to the proper or improper configuration of these stars in the horoscope.  
They are most terrible and ruinous when in square or opposition <with each other>; they then bring 
anxiety and upset instigated by the dead/legacies. 

 
21. The Distributions of Jupiter. 

Jupiter distributing to itself brings a good and effective period: help from friends, gifts, successful 
activities, trusts, stewardships, associations with the great, and the begetting of children.  If it is beheld by 
Mars, it brings ups and downs and untimely expenses. 

Jupiter distributing to the sun indicates a brilliant period, full of accomplishment for superior 
personages: it brings popular success, offices, advancement.  It makes men worth of honors, garlands, the 
offices of governor and general, and indicates the attainment of wealth—all proportional to the <stars’> 
arrangements and positions in the horoscope.  For men of average rank, it indicates employment, escape 
from evils, freedom, beneficial associations, changes, as well as sympathetic friendships, childbirths, the 
acquisition of slaves—all this especially when Jupiter is well configured for day births. 

/185P/ Jupiter distributing to Saturn makes movements that can produce good or bad, expenses, 
domestic distrust.  To some it brings deaths, changes of residence or business, unsteady associations, 
hostility of friends.  It makes men fail to succeed in enterprises or to succeed only after delay.  It makes 
men petition and plead <for justice> and to be involved in troubles. 

Jupiter distributing to Mars indicates a harmful and disturbing year: it controls hostility from 
superiors, slanders, condemnations, betrayals, hazardous travel, dangerous diseases, critical periods or 
deaths of family members, ups and downs in livelihood, expenses.  If the nativity is found to be of the 
public or governing class, and if the configuration is favorable, it brings political ties and advancement, 
along with expenses, gifts, and promises.  These men will live with anxiety and suspicion. 

/195K/ Jupiter distributing to Venus is profitable and full of gain: it brings affectionate associations, 
gifts, help from or because of women.  Men are involved in intimacy, love affairs, and friendships.  It brings 
marriage to the unmarried and conception or childbirth to the married.  To noble nativities, it brings the 
honor of wearing garlands, distinguished rank, state offices, gifts to the masses, great advancement and 
preeminence, the possession of slaves and ornaments. 

Jupiter distributing to Mercury is effective and profitable: it develops business and becomes helpful to 
those concerned with words, accounts, or documents.  It brings friendship with the great, gifts or 
conveyances, and profits from deposits or treasure troves.  As a result men purchase slaves and become 
elegant.  Some advance in rank, especially if the stars are favorably situated.  As a rule, however, the native 
is slandered among the masses and is disturbed, or he endures scandal.  Especially if the stars are badly 
configured or have malefics in opposition, conjunction, or square, the native suffers extraordinary trials and 
lives in anxiety. 

Jupiter distributing to the moon indicates a successful period full of accomplishment: ties with and 
help from women and the great, rank, offices, preeminence, escape from dangers, the acquisition of 
ornaments or slaves, conception or childbirth, affairs with women, gifts, conveyances, and benefits for the 
mother (if she is still alive).  If the configuration is favorable, /186P/ men will control deposits.  It causes 
men to find treasures and to become wealthy, to bless God, and to escape harm or slavery. 

 
22. The Distributions of Mars. 

For day births, Mars distributing to itself will be unpleasant and disturbing: it brings hostility, harm, 
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abuse connected with public business, or expenses for the public.  So, some are abused or imprisoned by 
officials or by the wealthy.  For night births Mars is not bad: it promotes success and becomes helpful, 
especially if it is in operative signs, particularly for those who participate in martial affairs or in public or 
official life. 

Mars transmitting to the sun indicates danger to the father—if he is alive; /196K/ if not, danger to the 
one who is like a father.  It causes hostility from the great, separations from friends, dangerous diseases, 
troubles of the sense organs, danger from fires, heights, or animals, bleeding, amputations, and falls.  It 
brings envy, disputes, and risky travels.  If <the stars> happen to be in operative signs or have benefics in 
aspect, they bring employment, benefits, rank, political ties with superiors, but at the same time they bring 
anxiety, upset, plots, hatred and obstacles in the employment. 

Mars distributing to the moon is hazardous, prone to fail: it causes disorders, confinements, lawsuits, 
anxieties, hazardous travel, attacks and abuse from foreigners, danger to the mother or to females, battles, 
separations.  It disturbs the masses or the city.  It brings weakness, bleeding, falls, relapses of diseases, 
danger from fire, and shipwreck.  Especially if the nativity is during the day, and if the moon is waxing and 
unfavorably situated, the previously described effects will become worse: even blindness, wounds, the 
breaking of bones, troubles and injuries to the eyes.  If the stars happen to have benefics in aspect and are in 
operative places, they cause risky activities and advancement.  To females they bring bodily dangers, 
bleeding and consumption, abortion, and troubles of the generative organs. 

/187P/ Mars distributing to Saturn indicates a terrible and disturbed year: men come into lawsuits and 
abuse, penalties and breaches of faith; they see dangers to or the deaths and destruction of family members; 
they are involved in violent disruptive deeds, in harmful or painful travel, in bandit attacks, in illnesses and 
sudden dangers, revolts of their enemies, injury or grief from slaves.  After meeting with imprisonment, 
anxiety, and the need for defense speeches, they will be treated miserably—unless the stars bring about 
these crises just to a minor degree, because they are in their proper signs or have benefics in aspect. 

Mars distributing to Jupiter indicates a fine and effective year: it brings success, help from and 
association with the great, good hopes and the fulfillment of wishes.  If the native has some connection 
with the military, he will campaign and be successful.  Those of lofty fortune will be distinguished in their 
governorships and high rank; /197K/ they will change their position for the better and will be adorned with 
the prerogatives appropriate to them, even though they had been involved in ups and downs and expenses 
previously.  If the star is in opposition, it is indicative of reversals and penalties. 

Mars distributing to Venus indicates hostility with and separation from females, family upheavals, the 
death of the mother (if she is still alive), or of females, intimacy and whoring, impermanent friendships, and 
denunciation.  Even if the stars have an affinity, men suffer chills <=inactivity> and will be confounded in 
their <business> affairs.  Women live endangered by bleeding and miscarriage. 

Mars transmitting to Mercury indicates a disturbed year: it controls dangers, penalties, and disputes 
because of documents, money, or accounts, crime by magic, loans, debts, legal attacks and defenses.  If the 
stars are in bicorporeal signs, men will display this same behavior towards others and will commit any 
crime.  If the three aphetic points <sun moon Ascendant> are preserved, men will survive these effects.  If, 
however, they are badly situated, men will be unsteady in their accomplishments.  If they get into lawsuits, 
they will be worsted, will suffer very great losses, and will be involved in extraordinary crises. 

 
23. The Distributions of Venus. 

Venus distributing to itself when favorably situated brings friendships and associations, agreements 
between men and women, gifts, enjoyable intimacies, marriage, family harmony, pleasures, and profits.  If 
the star is found with Saturn or Mars, is beheld by them, or is in inoperative signs, it brings criticism, 
denunciation, whoring, penalties, breaches of faith, treachery from women, trials, and disorder.  Women 
suffer the same treatment from men. 

Venus distributing to the sun brings a glorious period, full of accomplishment, a period characterized 
by associations and help from males and females: intimacy, marriage, childbirths, the purchase of 
ornaments and slaves, or gifts of these same items, high rank for the father (if he is still alive), or sympathy 
and help from father-like figures—all of this especially if the stars are favorably configured.  To those  of 
superior rank it brings the honor of wearing garlands, high-priesthoods, advancement, offices, /198K/ and 
gifts to the masses.  It brings oracles, association in religious or divine matters, charm, and joy. 

Venus distributing to the moon,when <Venus> is favorably located and configured in auspicious 
places, indicates a profitable period, full of gain: it decorates men with spectacular livelihoods and bestows 
on them distinguished ranks—except that <this rank comes> accompanied by envy, jealousy, quarrels, and 
secret hatred from some men.  It usually brings incomplete or partial acquisition and benefits.  If Venus is 
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unfavorably configured, it causes injustice and hatred from males and females, and uncertainty and disorder 
in regard to relatives and friends.  Overall, the transmission from Venus to the moon is basically envious 
and jealous. 

Venus distributing to Saturn indicates an uncertain and damaging period: it brings separations from 
women, fights, violence, denunciation, injustices even from the mother or from females, the hostility of 
relatives, disgrace, disputes with older people or associates.  It entangles men in gossip and shameful 
passions, unstable friendships and intimacies.  Men are at law with women and endure confrontations.  
They experience <changes> of place and a chilling of business.  They fall into weakness and troubles of the 
hidden parts or of the sense organs. /189P/ They are threatened with plots, poison, and recurrent fevers, 
especially if Mars and Mercury are in aspect. 

Venus distributing to Jupiter indicates a good year, full of gain: it brings association with the great, 
gifts, offices, civic and social magnificence, rank and advancement, marriage and contacts with females, 
friendships, conception and childbirth, and graciousness in all activities.  Even if a man is of mediocre 
fortune, he will succeed and will gain release from his miseries or from subjugation; he will be thought 
worthy of trust and honor and will be adorned with the prerogatives appropriate to him. 

Venus distributing to Mars indicates an uncertain year: fights and separations from women, bleeding, 
consumption, the deaths of women or mothers.  Men plead cases because of women, and they endure 
jealousy, hostility, denunciation, gossip, and whoring.  They are wronged, are betrayed, and when acting 
against their real intentions or in pretense, they suffer punishment.  Occasionally they think that the 
breakup /199K/ of their marriage is what they have prayed for, and they go through with it because of some 
anticipated good; <but they suffer> scandal in the mouths of everyone. 

Venus distributing to Mercury indicates an effective period, full of attainment in the areas of giving, 
receiving, and trade.  For those active in letters or education, it makes friendships, the purchase of 
ornaments and slaves, alliances and agreements with males and females, ranks and honors, success in 
business, association in religious matters, trusts consisting of deposits, and the harmony of relatives. 

 
24. The Distributions of Mercury. 

Mercury distributing to itself is effective and helpful in enterprises and trusts: it causes men who 
achieve their goals, who are superior to their enemies, who operate as actors or religious figures, who are 
successful in business, and who gain prosperity from words or accounts.  Especially if Mercury is rising, is 
in operative signs, or is beheld by Jupiter and Venus, it indicates greater trusts and profits.  If it is beheld 
by malefics, it is indicative of anxieties and reversals. 

Mercury transmitting the year to the sun is associative, effective, and full of accomplishment: it brings 
association with the great, requests, gifts (but with delays and obstacles), stewardships, preeminence, and 
knowledge of religious /190P/ matters.  It is glorious and beneficial to those involved in letters and 
education.  For the most part, men gain advantage through religion or acting. 

Mercury distributing to the moon indicates an effective year, especially if the moon happens to be 
rising and favorably configured and if <both are> in operative places: it brings associations with males and 
females, profits in business, successes, trusts, achievement of goals, and an understanding with the great.  If 
Mercury is inappropriately situated and is beheld by malefics, it brings trials, expenses, abuse, threats from 
the great, imprisonment, anxieties, and the <unholy> revealing of mysteries. 

Mercury distributing to Saturn indicates a disturbed and dangerous year: it brings the ruin of business, 
abuse, penalties and trials because of religion, documents, or debts.  Men become enfeebled, consumptive, 
or diseased; they are burdened with bile or attacked with poison. /200K/ They see the deaths of family 
members, brothers, or children, and go to court or have disputes about legacies.  If these stars are in 
opposition or square, or are unfavorably situated and beheld by Mars, men contrive something dangerous 
for themselves; they are involved in shipwrecks or typhoons and live miserably.  If the stars are suitably 
configured, they bring rank and success in business—after expenses and delays.  If the stars are turned away, 
they have a moderately crisis-producing effect. 

Mercury distributing to Jupiter is effective and successful: it brings political ties and friendships, 
success in business, stewardships and the office of prophet, prosperity in letters or accounts.  In general, 
however, men will have bad reputations among the masses, will suffer scandal and anxieties, will be 
involved in untimely expenditures, will be disordered in regard to family, friends, or relatives, and will 
suffer struggles for their own health—if not their own, then for others’. 

Mercury distributing to Mars is not good: it brings hostility and trials, penalties and crime, forgery, 
loans, debts, attacks and plunderings, disorder and betrayal, family upheavals.  Occasionally men will 
inflict all this on others: they become bold and active in their assaults; they make their attempts in all 
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directions and contrive assaults; they live in anxiety and upheaval, suspecting crises and anticipating ruin. 
/191P/ Mercury distributing to Venus indicates a good and effective period, lovely with respect to 

giving and receiving, purchasing and exchanging.  It is helpful to those involved in letters, education, or 
stewardship.  Men acquire ties, new friendships and intimacies, and are involved in affairs with males and 
females.  To those standing in high fortune it brings the acquisition of slaves and ornaments, and it makes 
men successful in their requests, friendships, and advancement, and it makes them beneficent to their own 
people. 

 
25. The Distributions of the Four Lots. 

The Lot of Fortune transmitting or receiving in operative places, with benefics in conjunction or 
aspect, indicates good fortune, advancement, employment, rank, /201K/ success in business, fulfillment of 
expectations, and profits from legacies.  When it precedes an angle or has malefics in aspect, it provides 
lower employments or ranks; whatever men accomplish will be impermanent and accompanied by reversals 
and dangers, trials and abuse. 

Daimon transmitting or receiving in operative signs, with benefics in aspect brings opportunities 
which accord with one’s wishes, discerning and easily accomplished plans, helpful advice/contributions 
from friends, ties with the great, gifts, and rank.  It makes men who succeed in their attempts and who are 
inflated with much self-esteem.  If Daimon is unfavorably situated with malefics in aspect it brings 
changeable fortunes and emotional anguish, insensibility, cross-purposes.  It makes men consider their own 
mistakes as successes, and makes them lay the blame on others, missing the mark in most respects.  As a 
result such men lose heart; they sometimes contrive danger for themselves, are treated like the insane, and 
are struck mad. 

<The Lot of> Love transmitting or receiving in operative signs, with benefics in conjunction or aspect, 
brings about moral desires and makes men lovers of the good: some turn to education and physical or 
artistic training; they are softened by their delight in their hopes and they do not consider their 
forethought/goal a matter of difficulty<?>.  Others are enchanted by love /192P/ and intimacy with men and 
women, and they consider <this life> to be good.  Mars and Mercury in aspect or in conjunction with this 
place (especially if they are in their own signs) make homosexuals, men criticized <for affairs> with both 
sexes, or those who are fond of weapons, hunting, or wrestling.  Venus <in aspect or conjunction brings> 
intimacy with women; men when loved will sometimes love in return. 

In the same way each star, when allotted this place <Love>, when in aspect, or when receiving the 
chronocratorship, will bring about the type of desire appropriate to its nature.  In general, if malefics are in 
conjunction or aspect, desires will result in torment, penalties, and danger.  Specifically, if Saturn is in 
conjunction or aspect with Venus and the moon, men will have shameful and unnatural loves, will be 
criticized for affairs with men and women, /202K/ will suffer under scandal, or (even though repenting) will 
return to their old practices, overcome by passion.  If Jupiter is also in aspect, what happens will be 
respectable, powerful, or religious.  But if Mars and Mercury are in conjunction or aspect, or are receiving 
the chronocratorship, men will love wicked, criminal deeds: they become forgers, robbers, burglars, 
gamblers, and have a savage character.  If Venus is also in aspect, they become poisoners, lechers, suicides, 
and so (according to the applicable chronocrator) they are entangled in loans, debts, and villainy, experience 
imprisonment and trials, and live in danger.  This place is strong in many respects, and so pay much 
attention to it.17  

<The Lot of> Necessity transmitting or receiving in operative signs, with benefics in conjunction or 
aspect, brings family ties, associations with the great, and the downfall or deaths of enemies.  If malefics are 
in conjunction, it brings lawsuits, judgements, and expenses.  As a result men fail in their goals and live 
miserably.  If the configuration is afflicted, men are condemned or ruined.18  

These result have been determined for the nativities and chronocratorships of men; they will also apply 
to nativities of women when the configurations of the transmissions are appropriate and the results 
described can happen <to women>. 

 
 
 
 
                                                             
17  The Lot of Love (for day births) is found by determining the distance from the Lot of Fortune to the Lot 
of Daimon, then counting that distance from the Ascendant; for night births, the reverse - marginal note. 
18  To find it: take the distance from Daimon to Fortune; for night births, the reverse - marginal note. 
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/193K/ 26. The One-fourth <Method> for the Distribution of the Chronocratorships According to 
the Spheres Upwards—According to Critodemus. 
 
Moon - 1 Year - 1 
Mercury - 2 Year - 2 
Venus - 3 Year - 3 
Sun - 4 Year - 4 
Mars - 5 Year - 5 
Jupiter - 6 Year - 6 
Saturn - 7 Year - 7 
The total is 28 years. 

The degree-assignment <monomoiria> is done as follows: whatever <star> rules the sign in which the 
moon is located, that <star> is taken as the first chronocrator, then the rest in the order of their spheres.  
For example: the moon in Libra 6°.  Venus is taken first as the ruler <in Libra>, Mercury second, the 
moon third, Saturn fourth, Jupiter fifth, Mars sixth.  Therefore <Libra 6°> is assigned to Mars.  Now Mars 
is taken first /203K/ as the ruler of the degree-assignment of the moon for 5 years, then the stars coming 
after Mars at the nativity are taken in order.  After the 28 years are completed, begin again with the star 
coming after Mars.19  

 
27. Another Method for Years, from Seuthos. The School of Hermeios, Which Starts from the Sun, 
the Moon, the Ascendant, or the Lot of Fortune. 

“These are the four Places from which the beginning of the year <=chronocrator> is made: the sun, the 
moon, the Ascendant, or the Lot of Fortune.  The choice is made as follows: if the sun is at an angle, it is 
necessary to count from it; for night births count from the moon, if it is at an angle to the degree.  If these 
are inapplicable, count from the Ascendant.  If the Lot of Fortune is at an angle, providing the luminaries 
are inapplicable, make it the beginning of the year.  For nativities which have the luminaries approaching 
the angles, it would be odd to start from <a point> out of its own sect<?>. 

“Using our system you will most definitely recognize in which signs the year of the nativity will be 
operative as it proceeds chronologically.  For day births <start counting> from the sun, if it happens to be 
in the Ascendant or at MC; if not, count from the sign in the Ascendant.  Then count the year starting with 
the ruler (at the nativity) of the place where the count stopped.  For night births, start counting from the 
moon, if it is situated as was described for the sun, particularly if it is rising and increasing in longitude 
<=waxing>. † For the two luminaries if it is not full and if it is decreasing /194P/ in longitude 
<=waning>, <count> from the node, if it is at an angle alone.†  If it is not as described, count from the 
ruler of the place where you stopped, i.e. when you counted from the Ascendant.  If you find the signs at 
the angles, acting favorably or effectively due to the stars which are in conjunction or which are beholding 
in the natal chart and in transit, it is clear /204K/ that the year’s results will be good.  If the places are bad, 
the opposite will result, since the beholding and rising stars provide the active <=beneficial> impulse, 
while the setting stars provide unemployment and the ruin of what has been done—unless matters happen 
to be obscure/the chart holds something hidden. 

 
28. The Position of the Month. 

“You will get the month as follows: <for day births> determine the distance from the sun at the 
moment in question to the sun at the nativity, then count that distance from the sign which has been 
allotted the year.  For night births, determine the distance from the moon at the moment in question to the 
moon at the nativity, then count <that distance> from the sign which has been allotted the year.  Observe 
the sign in which the new moon occurred, if the nativity was at the new moon; in the same way observe 
the sign in which the full moon occurred if the nativity was at the full moon.  The months will be 
operative in these signs and will have this point as the beginning: however many days the moon at the 
nativity was from the new- or full-moon position, that same amount will indicate the beginning of the 
month.  If the moon, for example, was 3 or 5 days from new or full, the beginning of the month will be at 
that point. 
                                                             
19  Assign the 10 years 9 months counting from the sun for day births, from the moon for night births.  For 
day births, if the sun is unfavorably situated, start from the moon; for night births start from the sun.  If the 
sun and the moon are both “not dominant,” start from the houseruler or any other favorably situated star - 
marginal note. 
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29.  The Calculation of the Days. 

“You will find the days as follows: multiply the completed full years from the nativity by 5 1/4.  
Then add to the result of this multiplication the days from the birth date to the day you are investigating.  
If the date is in the Alexandrian calendar, add the intercalary days (i.e. one-fourth of the total years).  Then 
divide this sum by 12.  Count the remainder from the sign which has been given control of the month, 
/195P/ giving one to each sign.  Examine the ruler of the sign where the count stops, and forecast the 
quality of the day from the stars which behold it. 

“Find the hours as follows: count from the sign which has been given control of the day, giving two 
to each sign, from the hour of birth. /205K/ Then you will know the good and propitious hours.  This 
method is excellent for the initiation and beginning of any activity.  More particularly, you will accurately 
know the sickly and relapsing <hours> from the Ascendant’s relationship to the luminaries and to the other 
angles of the stars. 

“Whatever is necessary for a ready calculation has been declared above; whatever one gains from this 
brief disclosure, he will make a great contribution to his own welfare, if he has a soul of genius and if he 
introduces into his inner being the reasoning that man’s mind can attain. 

“…If you make the progression <=transmission>, use the hourly <factors> 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, or if <you 
use> the year starting with the sun or the month ( and this is found by determining the distance from the 
sun at the time in question to the moon at the nativity, then counting the same distance from the 
Ascendant of the year), or as I, Hermes, have prescribed.  It is necessary to make the progression20  from all 
the stars to all the other stars according to the rising times of the signs in each klima.  For example: for a 
wife, daughters, or female individuals, calculate from Venus; when forecasting concerning actions or related 
matters, calculate from Mercury; when forecasting about dangers, death, sickness, or bleeding, calculate 
from the malefics in aspect with the Ascendant, the sun, or the moon.  Similarly for the other matters.  It is 
also necessary to note the terms in which the progressions are located, which stars are casting rays, and 
which stars are transiting the sign of the progression.  Likewise note how the transmitter and the receiver 
relate to the nativity, how they rose, and how they were at the nativity. 

“Another method for the year <=chronocrator>.  You will get the years as follows:  from the sun, 
which reveals mental matters; from the moon, which indicates physical matters and matters about the 
mother; from the Lot of Fortune.  It is necessary to inspect how these relate to each other.  If they are 
benefic and appear harmonious, they indicate a good year; if they are malefic, the opposite.  If they are both 
benefic and malefic, they forecast that the year too will be varied.  The so-called Dog-Star year must be 
used.” 

 
/196P/ 30. Propitious and Impropitious Chronocratorships with Reference to the One-Fourth-Part 
of the Cycle. 

The distributions of propitious chronocratorships with reference to the fourths: 
Star Period in Years One-Fourth of Period 
Saturn............................... 30 ........................................................ 7 1/2 
Jupiter............................... 12 ........................................................ 3 /206K/ 
Mars ................................. 15 ........................................................ 3 years 9 months 
Sun ................................... 19 ........................................................ 4 years 9 months 
Venus ...............................  8 ......................................................... 2 
Mercury ............................ 20 ........................................................ 5 
Moon................................ 25 ........................................................ 6 years 3 months 
 
Those were the minimum periods; following are the maximum: 
Sun ................................... 120 
Moon................................ 108 
Saturn...............................  57 
Jupiter...............................  79 
Mars .................................  66 
Venus ...............................  82 
Mercury ............................  76 
 
                                                             
20  =vital sector - marginal note. 
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<Saturn’> days are as follows: 
Saturn............................... 637 
Jupiter............................... 255 
Mars ................................. 318 
Sun ................................... 403 
Venus ............................... 169 18 hours 
Mercury ............................ 423 days 18 hours 
Moon................................ 531 
 
Jupiter from its 3 years distributes the days: 
Itself.................................. 102 
Mars ................................. 127 days 12 hours 
Sun ................................... 161 days 6 hours 
Venus ...............................  67 days 12 hours 
Mercury ............................ 170 days 12 hours 
Moon................................ 212 days 6 hours 
Saturn............................... 255 
 
 
Mars from its 3 years 9 months distributes the days: 
Itself.................................. 159 days 5 hours 
Saturn............................... 318 
Jupiter............................... 127 1/2 
Sun ................................... 201 days 19 hours 
Venus ...............................  84 days 18 hours 
Mercury ............................ 212 days 21 hours 
Moon................................ 265 2/3 
 
The sun from its 4 years 9 months distributes the days: 
Saturn............................... 403 
Jupiter............................... 161 days 12 hours 
Mars ................................. 201 days 20 hours 
Sun ................................... 255 days 18 hours 
Venus ............................... 107 days 21 hours 
Mercury ............................ 269 days 4 hours 
Moon................................ 336 days 6 hours 
 
Venus - 2 years: 
Saturn............................... 170 
Jupiter...............................  68 
Mars .................................  85 
Sun ................................... 107 days 12 hours 
Itself..................................  45 
Mercury ............................ 113 days 12 hours 
Moon................................ 141 days 12 hours 
 
Mercury - 5 years: 
Saturn............................... 425 
Jupiter............................... 170 
Mars ................................. 212 
Sun ................................... 269 
Venus ............................... 113 
Itself.................................. 283 days 12 hours 
Moon................................ 354 
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The moon from its 6 years 3 months <distributes>: 
Saturn............................... 531 
Jupiter............................... 212 
Mars ................................. 265 days 15 hours 
Sun ................................... 336 
Venus ............................... 141 days 16 hours 
Mercury ............................ 354 days 
Moon................................ 442 
 
Wherever the year stops, the ruler of the sign gives its period first: 
Saturn............................... 85 days 
Sun ................................... 53 days 20 hours 
Mercury ............................ 56 days 16 hours 
Venus ............................... 22 days 16 hours 
Jupiter............................... 34 days 
Moon ............................... 70 days 20 hours 
Mars ................................. 42 days 12 hours 
 

Another method: the number of terms which a given star has in the 12 signs will be the number of 
years of that star.  For example: the Ascendant in Libra.  The nativity is in its 28th year <=336 months>.  
Capricorn gives the first 57 to Saturn, then 76 to Mercury, 82 to Venus, 79 to Jupiter, 65 <?> to Mars, 70 
<?> to the moon, and 6 hours to the sun. 

Another distribution: multiply the minimum period of the star by 4, and give 25 to the moon and 6 
hours to the sun.  Saturn will have 120 days because of Capricorn, /197P/ then Mercury 80, Venus 32, 
Jupiter 48, Mars 60, the moon 25, and the sun 6 hours.  Calculate the year from the Ascendant for day or 
night births.  Someone is in his 28th year <with a transmission> from Libra to Capricorn.  Saturn is in 
Libra.  The <count of> 28 stops in Leo <sign of the sun>.  Therefore Saturn transmits to the sun in Libra, 
and the sun has the year.  This method is approved by Egyptians, Babylonians, and Greeks. 

They distinguish the triangles in year 28 as follows: Venus is the ruler of the triangle.  From Venus in 
Cancer, the count stops in Libra.  For day births, the ruler of the triangle is Saturn in Libra.  Saturn 
receives the year from Venus.  This distribution is at odds. 
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/208K;198P/  Vettius Valens of Antioch, Book V, The Key, Which Follows Book IV. 
 

1. The Crisis-Producing Place. 
In the previous books we explained the distributions with worked-out examples.  Now in this book we 

will further clarify other powerful places and the keys which unlock the distributions of the stars. 
With this having been established, it is necessary to prove by experience <the effectiveness of> still 

another place which I will demonstrate most abundantly: this is the Crisis-Producing Place, the place 
causative of terrors, dangers, and chains.  Consequently this place is strong; for day births it is found by 
determining the distance from Saturn to Mars (for night births, from Mars to Saturn), then measuring the 
same distance from the Ascendant.21   It will be necessary to examine the location of this place to see if the 
sign of a malefic, or malefics themselves, are in conjunction or aspect.  If they are, the nativities will be 
precarious, endangered, and easily destroyed.  The nature of each star and sign will cause the particular type 
<of trouble>.  Benefics in conjunction or aspect will cause a lessening of the evil or an escape from crises. 

It has seemed best to use the place in this way: if the sun or moon is found to be sextile to Saturn or 
Mars (calculating by signs), the nativity will be at risk and subject to crises, particularly in the similar 
degrees/within 70° and in the listening signs.  This is especially true at the time when one of the stars is 
making a transmission into the configuration described above.  For example: if the sun transmits to Saturn 
or the moon to Mars, or if Saturn or Mars transmits to the sun or moon, and if neither is at the same place, 
but one is sextile and the other is making the transmission or reception into the configuration described 
above from a position square,/209K/ trine, in opposition, or turned away—under these circumstances the 
nativity will be disturbed, will be involved in defense speeches, imprisonment, custody, or will have 
suspicions and crises /199P/ about such matters and will live with a bad conscience.  But if a benefic is in 
conjunction with any of these stars or is in an appropriate aspect, the nativity will have a respite from 
terrors and dangers or a change to the better, but it will not continue to be undisturbed.  If the configuration 
happens to be afflicted and has no benefic in aspect, the native will be convicted and will come into chains, 
imprisonment, or custody.  If, with this configuration prevailing, the basis of the nativity is found to be 
great, at that time the native must have a care for his rank and livelihood: he will experience accusation and 
betrayal; he will defend himself before the authorities or the king—if not himself, then someone else—so 
that the terror and anguish <of this configuration> might be fulfilled.  So great is this Place’s power! 

The full effects of the crisis (imprisonment and ruin) will come to pass if the overall and the yearly 
chronocrators take effect at the same time.  The distribution using the cyclical chronocratorships will bring 
terrors and misery.  If an infant nativity has this configuration, it will be necessary to forecast anxiety for the 
father or mother—or for the master, if the nativity is that of a slave.  Note that some men, even while 
infants, come into imprisonment or confinement and spend their lives in such places.  If some benefic is in 
transit or in aspect with this place at such times, a respite or relief from evil will occur; if a malefic is there, 
worse will occur; if a benefic and a malefic are there, good and bad will occur.  In addition, if malefics are 
found in opposition or square with the sun or the moon, they bring anxieties and imprisonment. 

If the nativity is found to be helped in some way by an aspect of benefics or by its general basis, with 
the result that there is no imprisonment, then there will be some figurative type of imprisonment or 
condemnation: military service, custodianship, debts, loans, to be assigned to convict-duty and to be put 
in charge of them, or (as often happens to many) to be required to do attendance because of the law or 
business.  Some are fated to have unwanted experiences and to be unable to act as they desire.  Some seem 
to be under the power of others; /210K/ even though they are free, they are punished by a bad conscience.  
Some travel abroad or sail, and are held somewhere on an island or in deserted places, or they do service in 
temples or sacred places.  Occasionally they are confined by recurrent diseases or by epilepsy, fits, spells, 
blindness, the ague, and syndromes such as these.  It is necessary to make a careful decision about these 
places, /200P/ whether the “confinement” will be only figurative, or will be literal and involve some 
damaging accusation. 

For example: sun, Jupiter in Scorpio, moon, Mercury, Venus, Ascendant in Libra, Saturn in Leo, 
Mars in Capricorn.  Both malefics were sextile to the sun and moon.  If the luminaries had lacked the 
presence of benefics, it would have been possible to forecast imprisonment.  As it was, the configuration 
was magnificent and noteworthy.  The native, a soldier, in his 35th year was in charge of prisoners and a 
prison.  He fell in love with a woman in prison, was troubled by an accusation on her account, had 
expenses, but avoided the danger.  At the same time he captured and bound a fugitive slave. 
 
                                                             
21  Others measure the distance from Mercury. - marginal note. 
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2. The Critical Year. The Ecliptic Places. Initiatives. 
In order to complete this treatise, it is necessary to continue with the rest of the topics—now the 

critical year.  The critical year is found from the transmission or reception of malefics in relation to the 
luminaries, the Ascendant, and each other.  The general procedure is as follows.  In all cases, it is necessary 
to count off the years from the sign in the Ascendant.  If the current year is found to be in the sign of the 
new or full moon, or in the sign in square or opposition to the <new or full moon> sign, the year will be 
critical and troublesome, especially if (under these circumstances) Saturn is found to be passing through the 
four places which just precedeed the angles at the nativity.  If the basis of the nativity is in accord, death 
will follow, bodily weakness, bleeding, dangerous diseases, hidden troubles, falls, sudden dangers.  
Sometimes the critical point affects matters of livelihood and rank, if the bodily state is helped by an aspect 
of benefics. 

In addition, determine the distance from Saturn’s position at the nativity to the ruler of the /211K/ 
new or full moon, then count that distance from the Ascendant.  When Saturn transits that position or is in 
opposition or square with that position, death will occur, or a grave crisis to health or business.  Likewise 
the critical year will occur if Saturn is at the ascending or the descending node, or at the points square with 
these.  If someone takes to his bed ill while the sun is transiting /201P/ the ascending or descending node 
or through the points square with them, and if a malefic beholds the sun, then the bout of disease will be 
dangerous and hazardous.  Indications of the intensity or the danger will occur when the moon transits the 
same places (the ascending <or descending> node). 

Since the previously mentioned place (i.e. the ecliptic place) is powerful, I offer this advice to my 
readers, not with the idea that it is possible to appeal the decrees of fate and to act according to one’s 
wishes, but <with the suggestion> that it is possible (I would certainly claim it to be so) for the initiates of 
this art to weaken the evil to some extent.  For God, in his desire that man should foreknow the future, 
brought this science into the world, a science through which anyone can know his fate in order to bear the 
good with great contentment and the bad with great steadfastness.  Some things which must be guarded 
against are foreknown because of the conjunctions and aspects of the benefics.  Nevertheless even if a benefic 
is able to do something, a malefic in conjunction or aspect will hinder the good.  If either malefics alone or 
benefics alone are in conjunction or in configuration, with no aspect of the other, then the results will be 
definite.  Accordingly then, the initiates of this art, those wishing to have knowledge of the future, will be 
helped because they will not be burdened with vain hopes, will not expend grievous midnight toil, will 
not vainly love the impossible, nor in a like manner will they be carried away by their eagerness to attain 
what they may expect because of some momentary good fortune.  A suddenly appearing good often grieves 
men as if it were an evil; a suddenly appearing evil causes the greatest misery to those who have not trained 
their minds in advance. 

So as not to be diverted and go into irrelevancies, <let us resume>.  It will be necessary to examine 
the sign in which the ascending node of each nativity is located: note whether it is tropic, solid, 
bicorporeal, and which star rules it.  The effect of the sign will be weakened there.  For we often find 
/212K/ that stars which normally can have some effect at the nativity or at transits have no effect in these 
places.  If they are at a phase while at the ascending or descending node, they become the causes of evil, 
especially if they are found to be retrograde or setting.  It will also be necessary to examine the current 
position of the ascending node in the year in question to see which Place of the nativity it is transiting, for 
in this case too the effects of the sign and its ruler /202P/ will be weakened.  Especially if they are also 
found to be chronocrators, they can have no effect until the time when they pass out of that place. 
 
3. Initiatives. 

With reference to the days under investigation: if the moon is passing through the current position of 
the ascending node, or through the points in square or opposition, particularly if it is at the same degree-
position, beware of starting anything: do not sail, do not marry, do not have meetings, do not begin 
anything, do not plant, do not introduce; in short, do not do anything.  What has been started will be 
judged insecure or prone to come to a bad end; it will be something regrettable, incomplete, subject to 
penalties, grievous, and not lasting.  If someone seems to have begun the development of some business in 
these days, the business will go bankrupt, will be troublesome, subject to penalties, easily ruined, and a 
stumbling block.  Not even benefics which happen to be in these places do anything entirely good.  
Therefore, even without <consulting> a natal chart, if anyone guards against the current transits of the 
moon through the ascending node, he will not make a mistake. 

If one finds someone beginning some matter while the moon is passing through the ecliptic places, he 
can forecast that the matter will be incomplete, regretted, and subject to penalties.  I myself, being as wary 
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of such days as I could be, have cast Initiatives for activities and friendships according to the chrono-
cratorships of the current period, and I have considered the beginnnings to be unexceptionable and easily-
attainable.  But occasionally I have been in error because of the untimely presence of a friend, an untimely 
association, or because I began something under duress, and I found the results to be grievous or subject to 
penalties and delays.  Consequently they <Initiatives> must be cast for all beginnings: the sailing of fleets, 
/213K/ campaigns, commands, advancement, departures—everything that can come to accomplishment in 
life.  <Without the Initiatives> it is not beneficial to sacrifice to the gods or to dedicate sanctuaries.  
Prayers will not be fulfilled nor God be worshipped.  He will be called lazy and inactive because oath-takers 
will be perjured and oaths will not be fulfilled.  Neither gifts to the masses nor expenditures on buildings 
will be celebrated or lasting; they will be criticized and will crumble.  Neither will the treatment of bodily 
ills be successful; men will be disease-ridden and incurable, especially if malefics are in aspect with these 
places or if the moon is passing through their degree-positions.  (If it is only in the same sign, it will be 
effective in a delayed and dilatory manner; but even so it will bring insecure/unsteady actions.) 
 
/203P/ 4K;3P. Critical Signs 

The following signs are critical: Aries, Taurus, Cancer, <Leo, Libra,> Scorpio, <Capricorn,> 
Aquarius.  When the years are in these signs, they are dangerous; the month will be evident when the sun 
is in them at the transmissions. 
 
5K. The Recasting of a Horoscope with Reference to the Topic of Propitious and Impropitious 
<Times>. 

We consider the recasting of horoscopes to be essential because the recasting contributes greatly to the 
temporal interchange of the chronocrators.  Sometimes the recasting increases the strength of the results, 
sometimes it is indicative of delays in the results.  After we calculate precisely the positions of the stars on 
the birth date in the current year, we will find the Ascendant as follows: while the sun is still in the natal 
sign, we examine where the moon was then and when the moon will come to the exact same degree where 
it was at the nativity, and we call that point the Ascendant.  If that exact degree is found to be during the 
day, even though the nativity was nocturnal, we examine the diurnal houserulers, the ruler of the term, and 
of the Ascendant in order to find their relationships to the stars at the nativity. 
 
/214K/  6K;4P. The Operative Month: For Day Births, From the Current Sun to the Moon at Birth, 
and the Same Distance from the Ascendant. 

The King had this opinion about the operative month: determine the distance from the sun’s current 
position to the moon’s position at birth, then count that distance from the Ascendant.  It will be necessary 
to examine the ruler of the sign where the count stops to see if it is in operative signs, and to make a 
judgement about the stars in conjunction or in aspect, whether benefic or malefic.  (For day births, 
determine the distance from the moon’s current position to the sun’s position at birth; count that from the 
Ascendant.) 

Some astrologers note the ruler of the degree-position of the new or full moon and forecast according to 
that “month.”  Some consider the following month to be effective: note the configuration which the moon 
at the nativity was found to have with the sun; whenever it has the same configuration with the current sun, 
it will determine the month. /204P/ For example: sun in Leo 5°, moon in Libra 26°.  The distance from 
the sun to the moon is 81°.  When the moon is the same distance from the sun in any month, i.e. when it 
has the same configuration as it had at the nativity, it will indicate the <operative> month. 

In my experience, those months in which the distribution of the years occur have seemed to be 
operative.  When the sun is in those places or at the points in square or opposition to them, it will make a 
forecast of the results which are indicated for the year or for the transmissions.  In the same way Mars, 
Venus, Mercury, and the moon, when they are passing through the places mentioned above, will be 
indicative.  We will judge that place to be even more effective in producing results, if these stars are 
passing through a phase while transiting the place.  At that time innovations and activities in business will 
occur.  If the sign <?> is passing out of whatever configuration the it has, there will be no change or 
innovation, nor a fulfillment of the expected outcome.  However, the sun passing through these places and 
arousing the power of the chronocrators is very effective. 
 
/215K/  7. The Operative and the Inauspicious Day. This is the Real Distribution of the Days. 

To find the operative and the inauspicious day, calculate as follows: multiply the full years of the 
nativity by 5 1/4.  Determine the days from the birth date to the day in question.  Add this figure to the 
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previous result and divide by 12.  Count the remainder from the Ascendant, giving one to each sign.  (A 
few astrologers count from the sign just following the moon.)  We examine the sign where the count stops 
to see if it is operative or not.  It is necessary to note how the moon and its inclination are configured with 
respect to the sign.  If on the day in question the moon is in aspect with the sign of its inclination, and if 
they are in operative signs, the day will be fine, noteworthy, profitable. <If they are in inoperative signs, 
the day will be average.>  If the day and the inclination of the moon are found in the same sign, results will 
be even better.  If on that day the moon is turned away from the inclination, but both are in operative signs, 
the day will be average, not entirely inauspicious.  If they are in the other signs, the day will be miserable, 
hurtful, and dangerous. 

It is necessary to examine how the ruler of the day is configured, which stars it has in aspect, whether 
it is in the same sign, an operative sign, /205P/ or a turned-away sign.  <It is also necessary to examine> 
how the stars in transit are situated with respect to the day and its ruler.  The quality of the day will be 
evident from the nature of each sign and star.  If a nativity has the day in a given sign, and there is a transit 
or aspect of a star with that day, the day will be operative for good or bad depending on the stars in 
conjunction.  It is the same as the results indicated by the year: the day will be effective for those results 
when it comes to the places of the transmissions and receptions and to the points in square or opposition to 
these places. 

An example: Hadrian year 4, Mechir 13, the first hour of the night.  I am investigating Antoninus year 
20, Phaophi 10.  <36 full years multiplied by 5 1/4 gives 189.> There are 243 <days from Mechir 13 to 
Phaophi 10>, and altogether they total 432.  I subtract 360 for a result of 72.  I count this from the 
Ascendant in Virgo and stop at Leo.  The day just precedes an angle <Ascendant>.  The sun, the ruler at 
the nativity, was in opposition to the /216K/ day (because the sun at the nativity was in Aquarius), Mars 
was in transit, and the moon in Capricorn was turned away.  The day was precarious.  In addition it was in 
the <XII> Place having to do with slaves; the native became enraged at a slave. 

<It is necessary to note how the day and its ruler are configured together, what stars are in aspect with 
this place and its ruler, and at what phase they are (i.e. morning or evening rising, whether eastern, 
western, or acronychal, whether they are at the first or second stationary point, or are proceeding with their 
proper motions) and whether they are in their houses, triangles, or exaltations.> 

…This too is a scientific method: the signs in which the sun is located foretell the outcome of the 
month… 
 
8K;5P. The Inclinations of the Moon At the First of the Month, Starting with Leo, then the Others 
Signs in Order. 

We have had to append the inclinations of the moon: when the moon is in conjunction with the sun in 
Cancer and has its first visibility in Leo, it inclines towards <Taurus>.  Then in Virgo it inclines towards 
<Aries>, in Libra it inclines towards <Pisces>, in Scorpio it inclines towards <Aquarius>, in Sagittarius 
it inclines towards Capricorn.  It is clear that, when the moon is passing to the full-moon phase, it makes 
its first quarter looking towards the East.  It diminishes in its second quarter looking towards the West.  
When waning in Capricorn it inclines towards Sagittarius, then in Aquarius it inclines towards Scorpio, in 
Pisces it inclines towards <Libra> /206P/, in <Aries> it inclines towards <Virgo>, in Taurus it inclines 
towards Leo, and in Gemini it inclines towards Cancer.  Six signs are towards the East, six towards the 
West. 




